This Was Far More Than Just
a Historic Winter Storm …

T

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT AND CEO
his edition of your magazine is
the first opportunity I’ve had
to communicate with you in
Cooperative Living since Winter Storm
Tabitha pounded Southside Virginia,
leaving over 65% of our Membership
without power, and proving in every
measure to be the most destructive
storm in your cooperative’s history.
Layering that devastation, and resulting
challenges, on top of the significant
concerns felt by so many and fueled by
the COVID-19 pandemic and social and
political unrest, proves once again that
Mother Nature’s timing is impeccable,
she has no mercy, and the carnage she
can generate in the blink of an eye is
astounding.
So many of us were more than
pleased (and still are) to see the year

During Tabitha, parts of our system were
impassable. Tracked digger derricks were
used to replace many of the 169 broken
poles.
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2020 — with all its dismay and isolation
— in the rear-view mirror, with the
hope that 2021 would return our nation
to some form of normalcy. However,
Tabitha promptly reminded us, with
ice-laden trees and saturated ground,
that the weather can turn our world
upside down for several miserable days,
and that no matter how bad things
seem … they can always get worse.
That sentiment was not lost on your
cooperative employees, who recognized
that the last thing our Members
needed — as we deal with all the other
challenges we are facing as a nation,
state and region — was to be without
electricity for days in bitterly cold winter
weather.
And perhaps it’s those factors,
along with the storm’s magnitude and
widespread destruction, that seemed to
make this major outage event so different
from a restoration perspective for your
team here at MEC. While we approach
EVERY outage scenario, large and small,
with the mission of restoring your power
as safely and efficiently as possible,
this event had an intensity and level of
pressure unlike any I have experienced
since serving as your CEO. And I believe
… this is why. In our debriefing meeting
following the Tabitha event, it became
evident that our entire team recognized
early on that this storm’s impact on our
Membership was unlike others, it was
about far more than our Members being
without power.
It was also about a significantly
stressful event for all of you at a
time when we are all searching for

John C. Lee, Jr.
President and CEO

developments and news that are positive,
and give us hope … not yet another
difficult and trying event that placed
a temporary, but significant, hurdle in
the path we take forward from very
unsettling times. Tabitha took more
from us than trees, utility poles and
power. She challenged our optimism
and faith that things will be better in
2021 … she gave everyone a reason to
second guess that we are on the verge of
overcoming some very difficult times,
and doubt that our collective frame of
mind and spirit can heal, even with the
potential opportunity to soon enjoy time
with others, face to face, and free from
pandemic concerns. There is never a
good time for a storm event like that …
but perhaps there couldn’t have been
a worse time either. We so regret its
timing, its impact and all she took from
you … and us.
That said, on behalf of your team at
MEC, I want to personally thank you for
your preparation, your resilience, your
patience and your encouragement during
what was, far and away, the largest and
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative

most costly restoration effort that MEC
has ever experienced. It is, without a
doubt, the most significant storm event
I’ve experienced throughout my 30-year
career in the utility industry. And we
send a special thanks for patience and
cooperation to those in Pittsylvania and
Halifax counties, where the destruction
was the most severe, and accordingly,
the outages were extended. Over half
of the 169 broken poles we changed
out were in those two counties alone,
and approximately two-thirds of the
projected $3.5 million in restoration
costs were expended there.
Please know that we acknowledge,
and are sensitive to, the sacrifices,
inconveniences and anxieties that
come with being without electricity for
multiple days, and from the moment
the first outage came in … until every
account was restored, your MEC
employees worked around the clock,
and crews were in the field every hour
of every day and night working to
restore your power. We take great pride
in our service and our ability to get your
lights back on in a timely manner, and
I sincerely hope that is evident to all of
you. We also take it personally when
those who count on us are without
power, and for these reasons, as I have
said many times, and will again, no one

wants your power back on any more
than we do … and we’ll not rest, nor
slow down, until that is the case.
Your team here at MEC rose to
this historic occasion, and given the
widespread destruction and absolute
devastation in two counties, effectively
utilized our resources, and worked with
dogged determination to restore your
power. Their dedication to serving our
membership, and the fact that they
care about you, was evidenced by their
commitment and drive during this
significant event. Most importantly,
everyone kept “Safety First” as our top
priority throughout the restoration
process, ensuring not only that our
members got their power restored, but
that every employee and contractor
could return home to their families in
the same condition they left … except
really tired following the seven days
of 16-hour shifts, day and night. Your
management team, office personnel
and our outside crews all worked
countless hours and never once faltered
or failed; everyone just focused squarely
on getting power returned to you, our
Members.
In 2003, Hurricane Isabel, which
was our largest outage event to date,
caused nearly $1.5 million dollars in
damage and left half of our Membership
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without power … but that storm will
field, refusing to take payment from
now assume a distant second place when
our linemen in your stores, assisting
compared to Winter Storm Tabitha.
by reporting downed trees and power
Over the duration of the storm, 22,755
lines, or any of the many generous
Members spent time without electricity,
acts and kind gestures extended to us,
from 939 individual outages across 12
please know your team here at MEC
of the counties served by MEC, both
is extremely grateful to serve such a
of which are record numbers for your
gracious and supportive Membership.
cooperative. We live in a beautiful rural
If there is a silver lining with regard
region, but it is also subject to nearly
to the storm, if we choose to look at
every type of storm imaginable including
the glass half full, instead of half empty,
ice storms and hurricanes, which are
the days following the storm were filled
the most destructive. Typically, winter
with examples of neighbors helping
storms hit us hard on the western end of
neighbors, and extraordinary people
our system, and hurricanes pound the
doing extraordinary things to assist
eastern side of our territory, and in those
others. Everywhere were reminders
cases, we are able to shift crews to the
of the great good that can come from
impacted areas from those that escaped
caring, and people making a difference
without damage. This storm did not
with their generosity and kindness …
discriminate … it hit us in every corner
and everywhere in between.
During our restoration efforts,
we had over 310 utility personnel
working to reestablish your electric
service in a timely manner, which
is yet another record number for
your cooperative. Organizing and
managing a group of this size requires
expertise, disciplined attention to
safety and teamwork to ensure each
lineworker, tree contractor and
construction team is coordinated
Many MEC Members donated goody bags, food,
and working in a safe and efficient
drinks, etc. to keep our team fueled and recharged
manner to get the job done. It should during the storm. Pictured are drinks and snacks
also be noted that our comprehensive collected by the Chase City Chamber of Commerce.
right-of-way program and the
more aggressive approach we put
stories of hope and faith that remind
into place 10 years ago to install line
all of us there is reason for optimism.
taps underground were both clearly a
Our communities stepped up without
positive factor in the storm’s impact
hesitation, or second thought, to help
on our system. We have increased our
each other in a time of need, and that is
right-of-way budget 10 of the past 14
among the many reasons we are proud
years, climbing from $860,000 in 2007
and honored to serve you.
to $2.8 million in 2020 — investments
Before closing, I would also like to
that have clearly improved our reliability.
extend our heartfelt thanks to our many
We are so thankful for the
first responders; including your local
overwhelming support we received
volunteer fire and rescue departments,
from you, our Members, during this
VDOT, and law enforcement officers,
event, and I would be remiss if I didn’t
not only for their assistance with our
mention the great communities we
restoration efforts, but also in serving
serve and the countless people and
our community and ensuring your
organizations that supported our efforts.
safety and well-being during this
Whether donating or providing food,
devastating event. Our communities are
snacks and drinks to keep our crews
blessed to be served by these dedicated
rolling, offering a warm place to take
teams, and while they are always there
a break for our crews working in the
for us every day and night, their value
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to our communities is never more
obvious than in these catastrophic
storms. At MEC, we appreciate them
more than they know.
Again, from all of us who work
for you here at Mecklenburg Electric
Cooperative, we extend our very
grateful appreciation to you for your
patience and understanding, as your
team worked day and night to get
everyone’s power restored. We also
appreciate the hundreds and hundreds
of kind and supportive messages we
received from you during the event, and
send a special “thank you” for the safety
well wishes we received constantly
while restoring your power.
We never forget the significant and
critical service we provide to you, and
we never rest while even a single
Member is without all the needs,
comforts and conveniences, that are
provided by electric service. And
while we believe we responded to this
historical event effectively, and with
preparation and efficiency … we are
never content when our Members are
without power for multiple days, and
are perpetually looking for ways to
reduce outage durations. Accordingly,
we are thoroughly evaluating our
response to this event and vow to
you that we’ll take advantage of every
opportunity to improve and, wherever
possible, enhance our restoration
efforts. For example, we are already
working on some communications
options that will improve your ability to
reach us during these damaging storms.
After any monumental event such as
this, heroes emerge, and after weathering
this storm while we rebuilt a substantial
part of your distribution system, it is our
exceptional Membership that we hold
up as our heroes … thank you for the
privilege of serving you, we are proud to
be your electric service provider.
With Respect and Appreciation,

John C. Lee, Jr.
President and CEO
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Safety

Electric Shock
Drowning

Unknown danger may be
lurking in the water
Docks and boats carry sources of
electricity. Faulty wiring or the use of
damaged electrical cords and other
devices can cause the surrounding water
to become energized. Never swim near
a marina or near a boat while it’s
running. Avoid swimming near docks
with electricity, as well.
Electrified water has no visible
warning. Electric current in the water
paralyzes muscles, which can result in
drowning. Electricity can travel 100
yards or more in the water.

NOTICE OF
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERS
MECKLENBURG ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
CHASE CITY, VIRGINIA
Pursuant to the Bylaws of Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative adopted by the
Board of Directors on Jan. 28, 2021, notice is hereby given of the Annual Meeting
of the Members to be held at the Cooperative headquarters in Chase City,
Virginia, at 5 p.m. (registration begins at 4:30 p.m.) on Wednesday, June 16, 2021,
to take action on the following matters:
1. Reports of officers, directors, and management;
2. Election of four directors; and
3. All other business, which may properly come before the meeting.
In accordance with the Bylaws, the Board of Directors appointed a Nominating
Committee to nominate members to be presented at the Annual Meeting for
election as Directors to fill four vacancies that will be created by terms expiring
at the time of the meeting. This Committee met on March 25, 2021, via
teleconference, and nominated the following members:
GRETNA DISTRICT

Since 2017, the National Electrical
Code now requires marinas and
boatyards to have ground-fault
protection to prevent water electrification.
Check to see if your dock or marina,
including the boats in the marina, has
proper GFCI protection.
As little as 10 milliamps, 1/50th
the amount used by a 60-watt light
bulb, can cause paralysis and drowning.
If you see an electric shock drowning
taking place:
• Turn power off at the shore;
• Throw a life ring;
• Call 911; and
• Never enter the water — you
could become a victim, too.
The 2017 National Electrical Code
also requires marinas and boat docks to
post electric shock warning signs where
electricity is used near water.
Source: Electrical Safety Foundation
International – ESFi.org.
meckelec.org

EMPORIA DISTRICT

Donald L. Moore
595 Strawberry Road
Chatham, VA 24531
Franklin B. Myers
5046 Christanna Highway
Gasburg, VA 23857

CHASE CITY DISTRICT

David J. Jones
6874 Highway One
Bracey, VA 23919

CHASE CITY DISTRICT

Fletcher B. Jones
161 Carters Lane
Boydton, VA 23917

All of the above were nominated in accordance with Cooperative Bylaws. The
Bylaws provide for further nominations by written petition of seventy-five (75) or
more members in good standing from the District for which the seat is sought,
which petition shall be filed with the Secretary at least seventy-five (75) days prior
to the Annual Meeting.

D. Stanley Duffer, Secretary
May 2021 | Cooperative Living | 21

An Abbreviated MEC Annual Meeting

E

ach year, MEC begins planning
your Annual Meeting of the
Membership six months
in advance of the actual event to
accommodate the many details that
accompany staging the successful
meeting. That means decisions
regarding any variation to the meeting
must be made well in advance, as was
the case last year when we modified
the meeting in recognition of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Your cooperative, as have many of
you, has seen firsthand the devastating
impact COVID-19 can have on those
who contract the virus, and while
we have come a long ways toward
addressing the pandemic with vaccines
being administered daily, there remains
the potential for many to contract the
virus, especially at large gatherings.
Accordingly, out of an abundance
of caution in protecting the health
and safety of our Members and our
employees, and due to the uncertainty
of future COVID restrictions on
gatherings, we have made the difficult
decision to, once again, discourage
attendance at this year’s Annual Meeting
of the Membership.
As was the case last year, MEC will
hold only the business meeting on June
16, in compliance with the cooperative’s
bylaws that state: “The Annual Meeting
of the Members shall be held on the
third (3rd) Wednesday of June each
year at its corporate headquarters in
22 | Cooperative Living | May 2021

Chase City, Virginia …” and begin
promptly at 5 p.m. The brief meeting
will consist of an abbreviated financial
report by our treasurer and the election
of four directors.
And while we encourage our
Members not to attend, those who
choose to do so must follow these
guidelines for entry:
• Only one representative for each
MEC electric account will be
admitted.
• All Members in attendance must
bring and wear protective masks.
• Each Member in attendance will be
directed to a seat that is socially
distanced from others.
It should also be noted that:
• No food or drinks will be served.
• There will be no registration gifts
and no drawing for door prizes.
• Registration will be closed and no
one else will be admitted once
current gathering restrictions, if
any, are met.
Regardless of the pandemic or
meeting restrictions, the business of
the cooperative and its commitment
to the Membership must continue; so
we’ll conduct an abbreviated meeting
again this year … and be hopeful that
2022 will be free of COVID concerns.
The Annual Membership Meeting is a
valued tradition here at MEC, and we
are optimistic that next year we’ll return
to that special tradition, and we look
forward to seeing each of you next year!

Complete Your Proxy
for 21 Chances to Win
As a Member of Mecklenburg Electric
Cooperative, we encourage you to
participate in the upcoming election of
your board of directors by completing
and returning the proxy card enclosed
with your April or May bill. Since we won’t
be able to gather and draw prizes again
this year, due to continued coronavirus
restrictions and for the safety of our
Members and community, we want
to offer our Members the continued
excitement that comes along with our
prize drawings that normally conclude our
Annual Membership Meeting. If you have
misplaced your proxy information, contact
our office and one of our member services
representatives will gladly send you a
replacement.
All proxies received by June 9 will be
entered into drawings for the following
electric bill credits:

Grand Prize - $250 credit
10 Prizes - $100 credit
10 Prizes - $50 credit
It’s easy to vote!
• Remember to complete both sides of
the card.
• Place a checkmark in the boxes beside
the names of the candidates you
support in each district.
• Sign your name EXACTLY as it is
printed on your electric bill.
• Fill in the date that you complete the
card.
• Return the proxy with your bill
payment or in a separate envelope
to MEC, P.O. Box 2451, Chase City,
VA 23924.
All proxies must be returned by June 9
to be eligible for the drawings.

Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative

MEC Nominating Committee Announces Candidates
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative’s Nominating Committee met via teleconference on March 25 to consider candidates to serve
on the board of directors. Each prospective candidate was interviewed; and upon review, the committee nominated the candidates
listed below to serve. No further nominations were submitted for consideration.

Gretna District
Donald L. Moore

Emporia District
Franklin B. Myers

Chase City District
David J. Jones

Chase City District
Fletcher B. Jones

Donnie has been a member of
the MEC board since 1993
and currently serves as
assistant secretary. He and
his wife reside in Chatham,
where he owns and operates
Moore Farms along with
their son, Daniel. Donnie is
a deacon and Sunday school
teacher at Hollywood Baptist
church.

Frank has served on the
MEC board since 2006 and
currently holds the position
of vice chairman. He has been
in the logging business for
40 years and is president of
Gasburg Land and Timber
Company and Gasburg Timber
Corporation. Frank, along
with his wife, Susan, reside in
Gasburg.

“It is truly an honor to serve
on the Mecklenburg Electric
Cooperative Board of Directors.
We strive to provide the most
reliable service in a safe and
cost-effective manner. Serving
our Members is our top priority,
and we strive to explore ways
to improve our communities.
Just as it was the goal of electric
cooperatives to bring electric
power to rural America when
no one else would, it is now our
goal to bring broadband to all
of our service territory.”

“As a director of MEC, it is my
duty and privilege to serve the
Members of this cooperative to
the best of my ability by making
sound decisions that positively
affect my neighbors and my
community. My objective is
to ensure MEC continues to
support its mission of improving
the quality of life for its
Members.”

David has served on the
MEC board since 1982 and
currently holds the position of
chairman. He also represents
MEC on the Old Dominion
Electric Cooperative board,
the wholesale power provider
owned and operated by MEC
and 10 other electric
cooperatives. David and
his wife, Rhina, live in the
Big Fork area of Mecklenburg
County.

Bob has been a member
of the MEC board since
1986 and also serves on
the Virginia, Maryland &
Delaware Association of
Electric Cooperatives board,
which provides safety and
training, communications, and
legislative services to MEC and
14 other electric cooperatives
across the three-state region.
He and his wife, Robin, reside
on Buggs Island Lake in
Palmer Springs.

“As a director for nearly 40
years, I cannot tell you how
proud I am of the commitment
and teamwork that goes into
the daily operations of MEC.
The entire team is dedicated
to safety, service and the
progression of our cooperative,
all while maintaining the same
goal as our forefathers had over
80 years ago … providing safe,
affordable and reliable services
to our Member-owners.”

By far, the most significant role and responsibility
Members have is electing the MEC board of directors.
meckelec.org

“Although we continue to
experience a low growth rate
in Southside Virginia, your
cooperative team has been
able to keep costs down, return
capital credits to its Members
each year, and start a new
venture by bringing fiber
broadband services to our rural
communities. Serving on the
board for 35 years has given me
the knowledge and expertise to
make sound decisions in matters
that benefit both the cooperative
and its Members. Thank you
for the opportunity to serve my
fellow Members.”
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Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative Recognized
by Tree Line USA for Seventh Consecutive Year

T

he Arbor Day Foundation has
named Mecklenburg Electric
Cooperative a 2021 Tree Line USA
recipient in honor of its commitment to
proper tree pruning, planting and care
for the seventh year in a row.
Tree Line USA, a partnership
between the Foundation and the
National Association of State Foresters,
recognizes public and private utilities
for pursuing practices that protect and
enhance America's urban trees. Tree
Line USA promotes the dual goals of
delivering safe and reliable electricity
while maintaining healthy community
forests.
Ray DeJarnette, arborist and
manager of vegetation services for
MEC, states, “Although Mecklenburg
Electric Cooperative prides itself in
the maintenance of its rights-of-way
and successful vegetation management
practices, our mission is to provide safe,
reliable and affordable electricity that
is environmentally friendly, and with
that mission comes the responsibility
of caring for and protecting the air
we breathe, the water we use, the
preservation of wildlife, and the
cultivation and management of all
vegetation. Improving the quality of
life for our Members requires a healthy
balance between maintenance and
preservation.”
“Trees are a critical part of rural
landscapes all across the United
States,” says Dan Lambe, president
of the Arbor Day Foundation. “They
provide important benefits to residents,
including clean air, clean water and
a tolerable climate. Service providers
like Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative
demonstrate that it’s possible for trees
and utilities to coexist for the benefit of
communities and citizens.”
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative
earned certification as a Tree Line
USA Utility by meeting five program
standards. Utilities must follow industry
guidelines for quality tree care; provide
annual worker training in best tree care
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Pictured from left are Evan Stembridge, senior right-of-way coordinator; Ray DeJarnette,
arborist and manager of vegetation services and Randy Whirley, right-of-way coordinator
proudly displaying the Tree Line USA Utility flag.

practices; sponsor a tree planting and
public education program; maintain
a tree-based energy conservation
program; and participate in an Arbor
Day celebration.
John C. Lee, Jr., president and
CEO, comments, “Mecklenburg
Electric Cooperative is honored to have
been recognized, yet again, for our
commitment to best practices in tree
care. Trees are, far and away, the most
significant challenge to maintaining
reliable electric service in rural areas.
They are beautiful, support wildlife and
provide shade and comfort, but they can
be an electric system’s worst nightmare
during major weather events, such as
ice storms and hurricanes … and we
experience both. The long-term benefits
of this balance between maintenance
and preservation means our Members,
and our communities, will have greater
access to clean air and water and a more
sustainable climate for many years to
come. As a Member-owned electric
cooperative, it is our duty and honor
to ensure a better life for our Members,
and this recognition, although only one
of many, is a way we can ensure we are

doing everything we can to fulfill our
mission.”
More information about Tree Line
USA can be found at arborday.org/
TreeLineUSA.

MECKLENBURG ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE
P.O. Box 2451
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Good Stewards

Good Stewards

Vegetation management efforts promote a
healthy and safe environment

D
T

id you knowmanagement
that trees, along with
wildlife, are
Vegetation
efforts
promote
repeatedly the top two causes of power outages across
healthy
and Over
safetheenvironment.
our system?
past 10 years, your electric co-op

has been more proactive in maintaining clear rights-of-way.
Our high reliability index is evidence. In 2020, Mecklenburg
rees repeatedly rank in the top two causes of power outElectric Cooperative's Average Service Availability Index*
ages, along with wildlife. Over the past eight years, your
(ASAI) score was 99.95%.
electric co-op has been more proactive in maintaining
Arborist and Manager of Vegetative Services Ray DeJarnette
clear rights-of-way. Our high reliability index is evidence.
is focused on safety, reliability and affordable electric service
Right-of-Way Coordinator [ROW Coordinator] is focused
for MEC Members. His main concern is the health of trees
on safety, reliability and affordable electric service for our
within and adjacent to our power lines. DeJarnette, along with
members. [His/Her] main concern is the health of trees within
Evan Stembridge, senior right-of-way coordinator, and Randy
50 feet of our power lines. [He/She] and his contracted crews
Whirley, right-of-way coordinator, is responsible for managing
are responsible for more than [#,###] miles of overhead line.
MEC contract crews to maintain more than 4,000 miles of
overhead line.
MEMBER AND PUBLIC SAFETY
Trees that interfere with power lines not only cause power
MEMBER AND PUBLIC SAFETY
blinks and outages, they can be dangerous - even deadly.
Trees that interfere with power lines not only cause power
Wood is an excellent conductor of electricity. A tree that
blinks and outages, they can be dangerous — even deadly.
comes into contact with a power line can cause electrical
Wood is an excellent conductor of electricity. A tree that
shock injury to anyone who touches that tree. If you notice a
comes into contact with a power line can cause electrical
tree contacting a power line, stay away and keep others at a
shock injury to anyone who touches that tree. If you notice a
safe distance - even from the roots. Contact us immediately.
tree contacting a power line, stay away and keep others at a
Never attempt to trim a tree near power lines yourself. You
safe distance — even from the roots. Contact us immediately.
may have heard us use the phrase “Look Up and Live:’
Never attempt to trim a tree near power lines yourself.
Call our office and our member service representatives will
RELIABLE DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM
schedule a time with you for our technicians to take the lines
As an electric utility, our main priority is to provide reliable
down while you trim.
electric service to our members. Severe weather and windy
conditions most frequently cause tree limbs
RELIABLE DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM
to come into contact with power lines, leading to interrupAs your Member-owned electric cooperative, next to safety,
tions in electric service. Keeping existing trees trimmed back
our main priority is to provide reliable electric service to you,
from power lines, removing unhealthy trees and those that
our Members. Severe weather and windy conditions most
pose a risk, and educating our members about where to safely
frequently cause tree limbs to come into contact with power
plant new trees all contribute to increased reliability.
lines, leading to interruptions in electric service. Keeping

existing trees trimmed back from power lines, removing
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complete
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will
be
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at
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.com.]
electric service to your home or business at an affordable cost.

Right Tree. Right Place.
SMALL TREE ZONE
Trees less than 25 feet tall/spread at
least 25 feet from lines.
MEDIUM TREE ZONE
Trees 25 to 40 feet tall/spread at least
40 feet from lines.
LARGE TREE ZONE
Trees larger than 40 feet tall/spread
at least 60 feet from lines.
Reminder: Always call 811 at least
three days before digging.
meckelec.org
coop.coop

50’
40’
30’
20’
10’

NO TREE ZONE

10’

20’

30’

Small Tree
Zone

40’

50’

Medium Tree
Zone

60’

70’

Large Tree
Zone

May 2021 | Cooperative Living | 25
March-April 2021 | Cooperative Living | 19

