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COOPERATIVE NEWS
Stepping Up to Build A Stronger Community

Born in a log cabin in 
1918, Maude Lacks 
grew up on a tobacco 

farm in the Ellis Creek area 
of Halifax County, Va. It was 
long before electricity, indoor 
plumbing or other modern 
conveniences reached the 
rural community. 

“Times were hard,” Lacks 
says. “Growing up, we had 
no bathroom. Mama would 
put us in a washtub to take 
our baths. She used a scrub 
board to wash our clothes, 
and she cooked on a wood 

MEC Member Maude Lacks Turns 104

Maude Irby Lacks

by Dolores Cabaniss, Member and Public Relations Specialist
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Hard work, faith in God and a lot of laughter 
is Maude Irby Lacks’ recipe for longevity. She 
celebrated her 104th birthday July 23.

stove. We didn’t have much, 
but we had good food. And 
good times.”

Her father, Otey, farmed 
and operated a sawmill; 
her mother, Annie, was a 
homemaker. 

One of five children, 
Lacks was closest in age to 
her brother, who was five 
years older. "We played 
together. He caused me to 
get a lot of whippings! He’d 
fret me and when he’d fret 
me, I’d get a whipping too, 
because Mama said I was 

right in the middle of it,” she 
says with a laugh. “We had a 
good time, though. He and 
I played Annie Annie Over 
a lot, and that was a lot of 
fun.” Annie Annie Over is 
a game played by throwing 
a ball over the roof of a 
building to someone on the 
other side.

Lacks attended Ellis 
Creek Elementary School 
and Volens High School, 
graduating in 1936. Her 
late husband, Carlton, also 
attended school at Ellis 
Creek, and she fondly recalls 
a Tom Thumb pageant 
wedding in which the 
students participated.

“The teachers wanted 
me to marry Carlton in the 
school pageant,” she says. “I 
told them no, I didn’t want 
to marry him. I didn’t want 
to be a bride, I wanted to 
be the flower girl. I was in 
grammar school — I didn’t 
care anything about boys. He 
had to ‘marry’ his cousin,” she 
says, chuckling.

Ten years after that young 
girl’s decision, things would 
change. “I think he must have 
liked me,” she says. “After 
high school, he asked me out 
on a date. We went together 
for two years and then got 
married.” They were married 
at the home of their preacher 
in 1938 and enjoyed 55 years 
together, until her husband’s 
death. Together, they reared a 
son and a daughter, Dell and 
Linda.

LIFE IN AARONS CREEK
The couple moved to the 

Aarons Creek community in 
1946. 

“I was washing dishes one 
day, and Carlton and I were 
talking about trying to find a 
job somewhere. We decided 
to ride over to South Boston. 
There, we ran into a man who 
had an Esso service station and 
store for rent. He said we could 
come look at it right then. We 
moved there the next week.” 

Operating the store was 
a great way to meet people, 
enabling Mrs. Lacks to meet 
her new neighbors and make 
lots of friends. Mecklenburg 
Electric Cooperative was 
working to bring electric 
service to the community 
at that time, and the couple 
became acquainted with 
many of the cooperative’s 
linemen who frequented the 
establishment. 

“Every morning, those 
Mecklenburg boys would 

(continued on page 16)

Carlton and Maude Lacks, 1993
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come in the store to buy 
a drink and a cookie,” she 
says. “We made a lot of good 
Mecklenburg friends, and 
we loved every one of them. 
They were a lot of fun. 

“And we always attended 
Mecklenburg’s annual 
meetings. I miss those. They 
were fun, always good food 
and the BEST chicken.”

Lacks remembers clearly 
when MEC flipped the 
power switch to electrify the 
community. “I sure was glad 
[to get electricity]. The first 
thing I bought was a washing 

machine. I had gotten tired of 
using a scrub board to wash 
all those baby clothes,” she 
says, shaking her head.

104 YEARS YOUNG
Lacks still lives in the 

home that she and her late 
husband, Carlton, built, just 
across the road from the 
home they moved into when 
they first came to Aarons 
Creek. Her children live 
nearby. 

She is independent 
and spirited. Though 
hard of hearing, she is 
otherwise healthy, taking no 
prescription medications and 
rarely visiting a doctor. She 
gets up early each morning, 
makes her bed and then 
makes herself breakfast. Her 
eyes are bright and curious, 
and her mind is sharp. She 
watches the news, likes Dr. 
Phil and is full of great stories. 
She loves to laugh and makes 

others laugh along with her.
“I’m happy we ended up 

in Aarons Creek,” she says. 
“Everyone here is like one big 
family.” Especially her good 
friend and longtime neighbor, 
Becky Gravitt, who she says 
is like a daughter to her. 
Gravitt visits her several times 
a week, and Lacks says she 
looks forward to those visits. 
“Sometimes I get tired of 
looking at these walls,” Lacks 
says, gesturing around her 
home, “but Becky comes to 
visit me, and I love seeing her.” 

Becky, whose husband, 
Barry, retired from MEC as 
a manager of procurement 
facilities, says, “I look forward 
to the visits as much as she 
does. She keeps me up to date 
on what’s going on in the 
news, and she can tell some 
of the best stories. We have a 
really good time.”

Lacks has seen a lot 
through a century’s worth 
of living. Born while World 
War I was still raging 
overseas, she has lived 
through two pandemics, The 
Great Depression, 19 U.S. 
presidents and many life-

(continued from page 15)
(continued on page 22)

● Woodrow Wilson was President of 
 the United States. 

● WWI armistice, signed by the Allies 
 and Germany, came into effect and 
     World War I hostilities ended Nov. 11 
 at 11 a.m.

● U.S. House of Representatives 
 passed amendment allowing 
 women to vote.

● “Tarzan of the Apes,” first Tarzan film, 
 premiered at Broadway Theater.

ALSO BORN IN 1918: 
 • Oral Roberts (televangelist) 
 • Rita Hayworth (actress)
 • Bobby Riggs (tennis player)
 • Mickey Spillane (mystery writer)  
 • Howard Cosell (sportscaster)
 • Betty Ford (U.S. First lady)

NOTABLE 
EVENTS OF

Lacks Esso Station, 1947, in Aarons Creek, Va. 
Customers and the Lacks children are pictured, 
from left, Raleigh Cole, George Slagle, Lindy 
Smith, Dell Lacks (son), Royster Daniel holding 
Linda Lacks Yancey (daughter) and 
Jerry Daniel.

The young couple in 1942
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Is Your Name
On Our List?

A number of Capital Credits 
retirement checks that were 
issued have never been cashed, 
and we are trying to locate 
Members or former Members 
so we can reimburse them for 
their patronage in the year 2001. 
ODEC capital credits also are 
included in the list, for patronage 
during the years 1986-1990 and 
part of 1991.

The full list is published on 
our website, meckelec.org/capital-
credits. If your name is on the list, 
call our Capital Credits Hotline 
or contact us by email. If you see 
the name of someone you know, 
please tell that person to contact 
us so we can mail the check.

As checks are claimed, they 
will be reprocessed and mailed 
weekly. Checks will not be 
available for pickup at any MEC 
office location.

REMEMBER ... 
If you move out of MEC’s 

service territory, it is important 
to share your new address with 
MEC so that your future Capital 
Credits can be mailed to you. 
Capital Credits can also be paid to 
a Member’s estate after he or she 
has passed away. 

Ready toReady to Go Green? Go Green?

MEC Offers MEC Offers 
100% Renewable 100% Renewable 

Energy CreditsEnergy Credits

For Members interested in utilizing 
energy from renewable resources 
for all their needs, MEC offers 

electric service fully backed (100%) by 
Renewable Energy Certificates under 
the “Rider GT” rate. 

This rider is available, on a voluntary 
basis, as a “companion rate” to any 
residential bill for the entire month’s 
electricity use and will be implemented 
for those using the program. 

After a Member signs up for 
the electric service backed 100% by 
Renewable Energy Certificates, the rider 
will add an additional charge of $0.015 
per kilowatt-hour (kWh) to the Energy 
Supply line on your monthly bill. This is 
a sell-at-cost charge with no profit or fee 
added by MEC. You pay what we pay! 

  For every 1,000-kWh sold under 
the program, MEC will purchase a 
Renewable Energy Certificate from 

Old Dominion Electric Cooperative 
(ODEC). Renewable Energy Certificates 
are produced every time a renewable 
source (windmill, solar array, hydro, etc.) 
generates 1,000 kWh.  

 At this time, all Renewable Energy 
Credits offered by ODEC will be 
sourced from one or more of the 
following: 

•  The Armenia Mountain Wind 
 Farm in north-central  

 Pennsylvania 
• The Stony Creek Wind Farm in 
 south-western Pennsylvania 
• The Criterion Wind Farm in 

western Maryland
For more information, or to sign up 

for the program, call 434-372-6137. 
The electric service backed 100% by 
Renewable Energy Certificates Rider 
is posted online at meckelec.org under 
“Virginia Rates.” 

MECKLENBURG ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE

P.O. Box 2451
Chase City, VA 23924-2451

Chase City District  (434) 372-6200

Emporia District  (434) 634-6168

Gretna District  (434) 656-1288

Power Failure & Emergencies  
(877) 632-5688

Office Hours: M-F, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Website: meckelec.org

President and CEO
John C. Lee, Jr.

Local Pages Editor/Writer/Designer 
Dolores Cabaniss

Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.

CAPITAL CREDITS HOTLINE
434-372-6149

EMAIL:
capitalcredits@meckelec.org



18 • Cooperative Living • September 2022 Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative

When Clinton Crews tools about town in his one-of-
a-kind rat rod, heads turn. 

The dictionary describes a rat rod as a custom 
car with a deliberately worn-down, unfinished appearance, 
typically lacking paint, showing rust, and with non-
automotive items that have been repurposed. The rat rod 
uniquely conveys its builder’s imagination, and Clinton 
Crews’ custom truck perfectly embodies the term. Once you 
see it, you won’t forget it.

The truck is a like an abstract piece of art with seemingly 
random and arbitrarily placed items. Yet the mishmash of car 
parts, home and shop utensils, signs and painted-on Bible 
verses are all symbolic to Crews, placed with forethought and 
care. “Every piece on this truck represents something from my 
life,” he says.

MEC has a place of prominence on the truck, with the 
entire plate across the top of the windshield dedicated to the 
cooperative. Crews explains the symbolism of each item. 

'I Think Different'
With rat rod, Clinton Crews creates a very personal 
expression of who he is and where he's from

(continued on page 19)

“I was born in this community, and I still make my home 
here,” says Crews. “Since I never left, I’ve always been on 
Mecklenburg’s power. The lights at the top represent the 
electricity that Mecklenburg Electric brings to our homes. 
The Duke’s Mayonnaise jar lids represent the homes that 
Mecklenburg powers. I chose these lids because, growing up here 
in the South, every home had Duke’s in the cupboard. Most still 
do,” he says. “The spark plugs with wire represent the power lines. 
I chose spark plugs because, like electric lines are supported by 
insulators, they, too, have insulators. And Mecklenburg Electric 
is a cooperative, which means it is owned by the people it serves. 
I chose the first three words of the Constitution, ‘We the People,’ 
because we, the people, have ownership in Mecklenburg Electric.”

The front half of the vehicle is from a 1940 Chevrolet 
car, cut down and narrowed. The cab is from a 1941 Ford 

by Dolores Cabaniss, Member and Public Relations Specialist

Clinton Crews and his rat rod.



Leathern Yeatts, of Chatham, recently graduated from 
apprentice line technician to journeyman status following 
completion of thousands of hours of extensive training. 

To achieve 
journeyman status, 
lineworkers must 
complete 8,000 hours of 
classroom and on-the-job 
training. The program 
incorporates climbing 
skills, knowledge of 
electricity, underground 
and substation work, 
safety and leadership, 
among other topics.

Yeatts has been 
employed as a MEC 
apprentice line technician 
since 2016. He works out 
of MEC’s Gretna district. 
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What does it mean to be a Member of
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative?
Answer: Membership means you own your electric 
utility. Take a look at all the advantages of being 
a Member of MEC.
 OWNERSHIP:

When you open an account at 
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative, you 
become an owner of the electric utility. 
You are not considered a customer, 
because you are so much more! The 
main goal of our cooperative is to operate 
at maximum efficiency, in the safest 
manner, to provide you with electricity in 
even the most rural areas. This means 
that, as a Member/Owner, MEC works for 
you. Your cooperative team is dedicated 
to making sure that your needs are met 
by providing reliable energy.

 REPRESENTATION:
Your cooperative operates by utilizing 

a democratic model led by a board of 
directors elected by you. This board 
is made up of your fellow Members, 

representing each community across 
MEC’s service area. As a Member/Owner, 
you are encouraged to have your voice 
heard by participating in the annual MEC 
elections each June.

 ACCESS:
All members maintain equal status 

and work together to ensure the common 
good of the communities that MEC 
serves. This means you have the ability 
and access to contact and speak with 
your MEC team to share your thoughts, 
ideas and concerns at any time.

 ASSETS:
As a Member of MEC, you are a part-

owner of the assets that the cooperative 
possesses. These assets include over 
4,500 miles of energized line, 28 

substations, and a portion of several 
generation facilities.

 SHARE IN PROFITS:
You have an advantage over other 

electric utility customers. Unlike most 
businesses that focus on making profits 
for the benefits of their shareholders, 
MEC works diligently and efficiently in 
order for the financial success to be 
passed along to its Members in the form 
of Capital Credits. 

Leathern Yeatts Completes Line 
Technician Apprentice Program

(continued from page 18)

truck, and the steering wheel is from a 1947 model Ford. 
“1947 was the year my parents were married,” says Crews. 
“By having the steering wheel in their hands, and putting 
God first to guide them, my parents were able to live the 
American dream and provide for their family.

“In the early years they were sharecroppers. They 
worked hard and saved what they could. In the 1960s, they 
were able to build their own home,” he says. “They put two 
boys through two-year technical schools, and two girls 
through four years of college.”

Crews enters his rat rod in car shows and has won 
awards for fan favorite. Customizing it is an ongoing 
project, and Crews thinks outside the box of traditional 
automobiles. 

“I think different,” he says. “And I’m always adding 
something to it. I have friends who help. Raymond Butler 
and Donnie’s Welding in Gretna look out for artifacts for 
me, and Ronnie Bowen is the artist who paints a lot of my 
ideas onto the truck.”

The truck is unique, a conversation starter. Wherever he 
goes, people stop for a second look and the questions flow, 
giving Crews the opportunity to explain his artwork piece 
by piece, ultimately telling the story of his life. 
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VISIT MECKELEC.ORG 
FOR DETAILS OR TO SIGN UP.

Daily Usage Sept. 1, 2021 to Sept. 30, 2021
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Ways You Can Manage Your Energy Use
Monitor and manage your energy 
use on the SmartHub app. You 
can view up to 24 months of your 
billing history and see use details 
by hour, day, week, month and 
even year. 

What is Phantom Load?

Phantom load is the electricity 
a device uses even when it is 
turned off. Phantom load can 

add to your utility bill significantly 
over the course of a year.

The most common culprits of 
phantom load in a home are: cable 
or satellite set-top boxes, computers 
(laptops use more energy than 
desktops), printers (inkjet and 
multiple use printers use the most), 
DVD/VCR (VCRs use twice as much 
energy as a DVD player), gaming 
console, TV (the larger the screen, 
the more energy used).

DID YOU KNOW?
● Phantom loads cost the average
 U.S. household $100 per year. 1

● Phantom loads equate to almost 
10% of residential electricity use. 2

● Devices that draw around 20 watts 
in standby mode may add up to a 
couple of dollars a month to your 
electric bill. 1

● A typical American home has 
about 40 products constantly 
drawing power. 2

Combat phantom load by 
unplugging devices when not in use, 
using smart strips that control which 
devices can draw power directly from 
the strip, and replacing old products 
with Energy Star-qualified products 
that use less standby power.

Sources: 1From the U.S. Department of 
Energy.; 2From The Lawrence Berkeley 
National Laboratory
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W hile we recognize and 
appreciate the beauty of 
trees, Mecklenburg Electric 

Cooperative’s top priority is making sure 
power lines remain clear to keep you and 
your family safe, and ensuring that you 
have reliable service to your home or 
business at an affordable cost.

Tree trimming in right-of-way 
(ROW) areas — the land used to 
construct, maintain, replace or repair 
underground and overhead power lines 
— enables MEC to provide clearance 
from trees and other obstructions that 
could hinder power line installation, 
maintenance or operation. ROW areas 
are typically on public lands or located 
near a business or home, and MEC must 
be able to maintain the power lines 30 
feet to each side of the ROW. 

An efficient, cost-effective and 
manageable right-of-way program is 
essential in continuing our reputation for 
keeping your lights on and getting them 
back on quickly during major storms. 
The program is not just about vegetation 
growth control to prevent contact with 
our wires, transformers and poles. It’s 
also about access to that equipment, 
allowing us to respond rapidly and 
utilize our trucks to get your lights on 
quickly and safely. 

“Proper maintenance of rights-of-way 

is crucial. It is a long-term and ongoing 
investment that plays an important 
role in preventing disruptions to your 
service,” says Ray DeJarnette, MEC 
arborist and manager of vegetative 
services. 

DeJarnette, Evan Stembridge, senior 
right-of-way coordinator, and Randy 
Whirley, right-of-way coordinator, are 
responsible for managing MEC contract 
crews to maintain more than 4,000 
miles of overhead line. They are most 
concerned about the health of trees 
within and adjacent to power lines.

Trees that interfere with power 
lines are one of the top causes of power 
outages across our system. And they 
can be dangerous. Wood is an excellent 
conductor of electricity, and a tree that 
comes into contact with a power line 
can cause electrical shock injury to 
anyone who touches that tree. Fallen 
trees and limbs and downed lines 
during severe weather events make it 
more complicated and dangerous for 
lineworkers to restore power. 

“By keeping power lines clear of 
trees and brush, line crews can spend 
more time on planned maintenance and 
construction jobs and less time repairing 
damage to our system from tree limbs,” 
says DeJarnette.

With smart vegetation management, 

the frequency of downed lines causing 
power outages is greatly reduced. 
In general, healthy trees don’t fall 
on power lines and clear lines don’t 
cause problems. Keeping existing 
trees trimmed back from power lines, 
removing unhealthy trees and those that 
pose a risk, and educating our Members 
about where to safely plant new trees, all 
contribute to increased reliability.

In addition to maintaining the safety 
and reliability of electric service, MEC’s 
proactive approach also helps keep 
your rates affordable. By reducing the 
potential for expensive repairs, effective 
tree trimming and other vegetation 
management efforts keep costs down for 
everyone. 

An Efficient and Manageable Right-of-Way 
Program Helps Us  Keep Your Lights On

Right-of-way 
area in the 
process of 
being cleared. 
The cleared 
right-of-way is 
pictured above.
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Procedure for Member Inquiries
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative’s primary goal is to meet the needs of you, our 

Members, by providing reliable electricity and customer service that is second to none. 
We take great pride in the fact that everyone who contacts us with a comment, inquiry or 
complaint receives a response from us — either in person, by telephone, letter, email or 
Facebook. 

Pursuant to Section 56-247.1 of the Code of Virginia, MEC has established a customer 
inquiry and complaint procedure. This procedure has been adopted to ensure prompt 
and effective handling of all customer inquiries and is on file in each of the cooperative’s 
local business offices. In keeping with the provisions of the Code of Virginia, this notice 
is to advise that should you have a question, inquiry or complaint concerning cooperative 
service, please call the appropriate number listed below between the hours of 8 a.m. and 
5 p.m. 

MEC consists of four fully operational districts and a headquarters office. The district 
offices are located in Chase City, Gretna, Emporia and Bracey. The headquarters office 
is in Chase City. It is preferred that any questions or reports be made to the service area 
in which a Member resides since the personnel most familiar with the situation will be 
located at that district office. If a Member contacts an inappropriate location, referral to the 
proper office can be made. 

Cooperative employees who are knowledgeable in the procedure for handling 
questions will be accessible by telephone or in person during the cooperative’s regular 
working hours, Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Chase City - 434-372-6200 or 800-989-4161
Emporia - 434-634-6168 or 800-989-0776 
Gretna - 434-656-1288 or 800-989-1289
Bracey - 434-636-2274 or 833-RURALBB

changing inventions.  
She has known many joys and many 

tribulations, having seen her husband, 
her parents and three of her 
four siblings pass on. One 
sister, Thelma I. Brown, 
will turn 95 this month. 

Through the ups and 
downs, the centenarian 
maintains a bright outlook. 
She is proud of the 
legacy of faith, hope and 
longevity that she can pass 
on to her two children, 
three grandchildren, 
eight great-grandchildren 
and four great-great-
grandchildren. 

“God takes care of me,” she says. “I 
get up in the morning and the first thing 
I ask is 'God, don't let me fall.' I feel like 

(continued from page 16) God is with me every day.” She pauses a 
moment, reflecting. “I feel blessed. God 
has been good to me.”

A small birthday celebration was held 
in July in Lacks’ honor at the Aarons 

Creek community center. 
Her children, many of 
her Sunday School class 
members and some of the 
older ladies in the church 
were in attendance. “We 
would have liked to have 
had a big celebration, but 
with COVID-19 still out 
there, we didn’t want to 
take a chance,” says Gravitt, 
who coordinated the party. 
“It was a very special day 
and Maude thoroughly 
enjoyed seeing everyone. 

She says she got tired, but it was a ‘good 
tired.’” 

Do We Have Your Current 
Telephone Number?

If you work from home, a power 
outage can be disruptive and 
frustrating. Safe, reliable power 
requires maintenance, which 
sometimes necessitates a planned 
outage. 

MEC crews routinely perform 
scheduled reliability improvements 
to help prevent unexpected and 
longer-duration power outages. 
To do the work safely, homes and 
businesses may sometimes experience 
temporary power disruption. MEC 
crews work as safely as possible to get 
the power back on quickly.

If you will be impacted by a 
planned outage, we will notify you by 
phone so you can prepare.

Please keep us updated with your 
home telephone and cellphone 
numbers so we can contact you in 
case of a planned outage. 

Here’s how to update us:

• Call 1-800-989-4161
• Email us at info@meckelec.org
• Complete the form on the back of 
 your payment stub.

 We always 
attended 

Mecklenburg’s 
Annual Meetings. 
I miss those. They 
were fun, always 

good food and the 
 BEST chicken.

“ “


