
Local people working together for 
local good: that’s the essence of 
the seventh Cooperative Principle, 

Concern for Community — one of the 
seven guidelines that govern electric 
cooperative operations.

Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative 
(MEC) supports and strengthens our 
communities by doing what we do best: 
providing a safe and reliable supply of 
electricity at an affordable cost. MEC’s 
board of directors and employees also 
support policies and projects that are 

good for the communities we serve. 
We have strong community roots. 

MEC was formed in 1938 by Members 
just like you, and it’s still managed 
by your friends and neighbors. Our 
employees go out of their way to 
serve by coaching youth sports teams, 
volunteering on school committees, and 
supporting church activities and civic 
organizations.

At the same time, MEC is proud 
to provide power to its philanthropic 
Members, the numerous volunteers 

and civic organizations throughout its 
service territory that work together for 
the greater good of our communities.

The following pages highlight just a 
few of the many dedicated people and 
organizations who give so generously of 
their time and their talent. 

“Our membership is comprised of 
so many caring, compassionate and 
community-oriented individuals,” says 
MEC President and CEO John C. Lee, 
Jr. “They share what they have and take 
care of those who need help, selflessly 
demonstrating a deep concern for the 
communities in which they live, work 
and raise their families, those same 
communities that are served by MEC. 
We want to see the communities that the 
Cooperative serves be successful. Why? 
Because we live here, too.

“I consider it a privilege to serve 
these generous folks who work so hard 
to make the lives of their neighbors, 
OUR neighbors, better. These 
organizations, and the volunteers 
that assist them, make a tremendous 
difference,” says Lee.

As Japanese author Ryunosuke 
Sotoro once said, “Individually, we are 
one drop. Together, we are an ocean.”

Let us all strive to be an ocean.  
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COOPERATIVE NEWS
Stepping Up to Build A Stronger Community

We Are Better Together
MEC proudly powers numerous civic organizations and
volunteers that work together to better our communities

‘Tis the Season for Giving

MEC employees generously donated nonperishable foods to several needy families 
in Christmas 2021. In the spirit of giving, they also collected toys for the Lake Country 
Detachment #1085 Toys For Tots drive, and provided shoeboxes stuffed with toys and 
small essentials for Operation Christmas Child – Samaritan’s Purse Shoeboxes.
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Ladies Social Club 
On a Mission to Help
Lake Gaston Ladies Club members work together 
to make a difference in their communities

Jennifer Allman, publicity chair (standing) and Susan Zimmerman, 
president of Lake Gaston Ladies Club

What started in 1976 with a handful of ladies 
gathering in each other’s homes to meet and make 
new friends has blossomed into a very active 

nonprofit social club that is 475 members strong. Both fun 
and philanthropic, the Lake Gaston Ladies Club’s mission is to 
provide friendship and support to its members through social 
and informative activity groups, and to participate in outreach 
programs designed to help those in the community. 

The group encompasses two states and five counties 
— Brunswick and Mecklenburg counties in Virginia and 
Northampton, Warren and Halifax counties in North Carolina. 

Many of the ladies in the group are Members of 
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative. They adhere to the 
same concern for community that is the cornerstone of 
the Cooperative’s culture. “The theme for the past year 
was ‘Together We Can Make a Difference,’” says Susan 
Zimmerman, club president, “and our members pulled 
together and did a phenomenal job. We have a very giving 
bunch of ladies.” 

In its fiscal year 2021-2022, the LGLC made monetary 
donations totaling over $17,500. In June, the ladies presented 
representatives from 25 area charitable and volunteer 
organizations with $500 donations each. Recipients included 
fire and rescue units, a youth summer camp, women’s shelters, 
crisis centers, churches, schools and more.

Gasburg Volunteer Fire Department, which is served by 
MEC, was one of the recipients 
of the June donation. “The ladies 
club has been a strong supporter 
of our fire department over the 
years,” says Chief Ricky Woodard, 
also a Member of MEC. “We 
use the money to purchase 
needed equipment and are very 
appreciative of everything that 
they do.”

In 2021, recognizing the challenge of education during 
the pandemic, the club donated $750 each to five elementary 
schools to support their education efforts, impacting over 
1,200 students. They also donated a choking rescue device, 
called LifeVac, to each of the primary and elementary schools 
in the five counties around the lake. 

“The LGLC really does a lot to serve and support the 
communities around Lake Gaston,” says Jennifer Allman, club 
publicity chair and MEC Member. “To raise funds, we have a 

monthly raffle, a silent auction twice a year with items donated 
by the ladies, and we place buckets on our luncheon tables to 
benefit various targeted groups each month.” 

Food pantries, such as Ray of Hope, Loaves & Fishes and 
Project Restoration, have benefited from LGLC’s altruism, as 
have Jackson-Feild Home, Lake Gaston 911 Task Force and 
Ladies of the Lake cancer support team, just to name a few. 

“Our ladies are always so generous and willing to help 
with community needs,” says 
Allman.

In addition to monetary 
donations, the ladies pack and 
distribute homeless kits and 
crochet and knit lap blankets for 
residents of nursing homes in their 
communities. Sometimes they 
respond to needs that are more 
far-reaching. Late last year, the club 

collected a large quantity of food and supplies to be delivered 
to Tennessee and Kentucky residents who were devastated by 
tornadoes. “The response to our food and supply drive was 
unbelievable,” says Allman.

She also commends MEC for responding to its Members’ 
needs. She says, “As soon as a storm hits our area, we are 
confident that Mecklenburg trucks will be out and about, with 
its dedicated employees working day and night to restore any 
power lost. I truly feel that MEC cares about its customers.” 
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“The theme for the past year was ‘Together 
We Can Make a Difference,’ and our members 
pulled together and did a phenomenal job. 
We have a very giving bunch of ladies.”

–Susan Zimmerman, LGLC President



Several winters ago, Lisa Wiebking, a mail carrier, says 
she was delivering mail and feeling perturbed about 
being out in the cold when she heard 

a whisper, saying “at least you have a warm 
home, a coat.” She remembers calling her 
pastor, crying, because she felt God had 
made clear that her mission was to help the 
less fortunate.

From that whisper Grace A LOT 
Ministries was born. In 2015, Marion 
Baptist Church, along with Hollywood 
Baptist, Watson Memorial United 
Methodist, White Oak Missionary Baptist 
and Samuel Harris Baptist, all joined to form 
the nonprofit, aimed at providing clothing for people in need. 
The old Weal Presbyterian Church in Chatham, which is on 
MEC service, was transformed into a shopping and donation 
site for new and gently used clothing for children and adults.

Wiebking, president of Grace A LOT and MEC Member, 
notes that people shouldn’t have to worry about clothes when 

there is so much else to worry about. “Right 
now, we are in a time when people just need 
a helping hand.”

The clothing boutique is open to 
everyone and provides clothing and essential 
items, including school supplies, personal 
hygiene products and food for those in need. 
In the fall, the organization gives out free 
backpacks filled with school supplies and in 
the winter, they distribute coats. 

The ministry is currently expanding to 
include baby items and small household 

necessities. The goal is to have some basic items for families 
and individuals having to start over in a new location, or 
when a parent is in need of baby items. The organization also 
provides emergency assistance for people who lose their homes 
to fire or other disasters.

At a coat giveaway held in December 2021, the 
organization distributed 58 free new winter coats to members 
of the community. The coats were provided through a 2021 
grant from the Community Foundation of the Dan River 
Region, Todd Breaux - State Farm Insurance, the Pittsylvania 
County Department of Social Services and individual donors.

To raise money, the ministry holds raffles and bake sales, 
and last year they sponsored a car show fundraiser, which 
raised over $1,000. “The fundraising means a lot to our 
volunteers and organization,” says Wiebking. “Over the years 
we’ve reached hundreds of families. We can’t do this without 
great community support and are so appreciative for everyone 
who gives of their time to make this happen.”

Grace A LOT welcomes donations of money, new and 
gently used clothing, school supplies, dishes, pots, pans, small 
appliances, lamps, linens, baby items, etc. 
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“The greatness of a 
community is most 
accurately measured by 
the compassionate actions 
of its members.”

– Coretta Scott King

From left: Suzanne Webber, volunteer, and Linette Nuckels, Grace 
A LOT board secretary, preparing for coat giveaway.

Grace A LOT Clothing Ministry Provides 
a Hand Up to Those Less Fortunate

To learn more, visit gracealot.com.
Open Wednesdays and Saturdays, 9 a.m.-noon
Old Weal Presbyterian Church
1500 Weal Road, Chatham, Va.
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(continued on page 18)

Food pantries offer a glimmer of hope for the hungry as 
the recent supply chain crisis leaves meager choices on 
grocery store shelves and soaring prices on everything 

due to inflation.
The Ray of Hope Food Pantry is one such organization, 

distributing food to those in need once a month, on the second 
Thursday. Offering drive-through pickup service, each client 
receives three full grocery bags containing 
canned goods, cereal, peanut butter and jelly, 
juice, and fresh produce when available. “We 
used to allow people to come inside the store 
and shop, but when COVID-19 hit, we 
began a drive-thru service, which has worked 
out very well,” says Mary Preston, who is 
president of the pantry’s board of directors. 

Although the three bags of once-monthly 
groceries will likely not provide enough food for a family until 
they visit again, it at least offers a ray of hope for those living 
on low incomes. The pantry offers extra blessings during the 
holidays, distributing turkeys and fixings at Thanksgiving, and 

hams at Christmas and Easter. They will also deliver groceries 
to those who are unable to visit the pantry.

Recognizing the need in the community, the pantry 
was established in 2010 by members of Rehoboth United 
Methodist Church in LaCrosse and Kingswood United 
Methodist Church in Bracey, led by the Rev. Mike Day who 
was pastor at that time. Although the pantry originally served 

the small communities of LaCrosse and 
Bracey only, they will now serve anyone in 
need.

Ray of Hope is housed in the old R.G. 
Kidd Grocery store in LaCrosse, and several 
of the Kidd family descendants — daughters 
Marie Zervakis and Gloria Kidd, and 
granddaughter Karen Lyke — are among the 
pantry’s membership. The store building is 

currently owned by Karen and Julie Lyke, and they donate the 
use of the building to the pantry, making the electric bill and 
propane in winter the pantry’s only overhead. “We can spend 
almost every penny that comes in on food for the needy,” says 

Preston.
Unlike most food pantries, Ray of 

Hope is not affiliated with a food bank 
and operates on a shoestring budget. Due 
to the generous support of many local 
churches, civic organizations, businesses 
and private individuals, the group has 
been able to buy the food they need 
each month, and a community garden in 
Mecklenburg County has been donating 
fresh vegetables. They are also receiving 
funds from the CARES Act, which 
has allowed them to purchase healthier 
choices.

Amazon is an additional avenue 
the pantry uses to raise funds. “We are 
listed on Smile.Amazon (search Ray 
of Hope Food Pantry Inc.) If you sign 
up and shop there, a small percentage 

From left, front: MEC Members Julie Lyke, Karen Lyke, Marie Zervakis and Gloria Kidd. 
Back: the Rev. Bill Greer, pastor of Rehoboth and Kingswood United Methodist Churches.

“God keeps showing us 
in all kinds of ways we 
need to keep going.”

– Mary Preston, MEC Member and 
Ray of Hope Board President

Ray of Hope Provides Food For The Hungry
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The Chandler 
family, from left, 
Braelyn, Darrell, 
Isiaeh and Jessica, 
are dedicated to 
helping others, 
giving of their time, 
talents, and money 
to several area civic 
organizations.

Giving Back Is a Family Affair for Chandlers

(continued on page 18)

Longtime MEC Members Darrell 
and Jennifer Chandler are 
teaching their two sons, ages 12 

and 6, the powerful lesson about the 
joys of giving back. By spending time 
together as a family doing something 
that is meaningful and impactful, the 
Chandlers are instilling in their boys an 
awareness of the world around them and 
the understanding that one person can 
make a big difference in the community 
in which they live. 

Darrell learned about empathy and 
compassion at a young age, a lesson he 
has carried with him into adulthood. 
“I had very little when I came up, but 
my family never let it show,” he says. “I 
remember going on Saturdays to get food 
boxes, but I was too young 
to really understand why. 
I knew my grandfather 
was in bad health, so I just 
figured that it was for him. 
But even in his bad health, 
after we’d get our box of 
food, we’d go back in and 
help the other people load 
their boxes. Most times we would go 
early to help pack those boxes. 

“Looking back, it is very humbling,” 
he adds. “Some of the people we helped 
back then didn’t have two pennies to rub 
together, but at least they had food for 
the month.”

One organization the Chandlers are 
involved with is The People’s Pantry, 
a food pantry located within South 

Boston Church of God which opens the 
fourth Saturday of the month. 

On Wednesdays prior to the fourth 
Saturday, and the morning of, volunteers, 
along with the church’s young adults 

and youth and other 
community volunteers, 
gather and pre-pack the 
boxes of food. The pantry 
distributes nonperishables 
and frozen foods. During 
the summer months, they 
include seasonal fresh 
organic produce which 

is donated by Good Hope Equestrian 
Farm in Halifax. The volunteers also 
pack emergency food boxes for when 
unforeseen circumstances occur.

Says Meg Bane, director of the 
pantry, “We have seen an increase in 
need in the area. Normally, we serve 
150 individuals a month on average, 
but now we are fielding more calls than 
ever. We have between 10 and 15 regular 

volunteers that come in, roll up their 
shirt sleeves and get the work done. The 
volunteers are the heart of our program.”

Last year, the Chandlers, along with 
more than 40 volunteers, gathered at 
the church on Thanksgiving Day to feed 
front-line workers, such as police and 
health care workers, who have to work 
through the holiday. Food boxes were 
deliveredto the elderly and shut-ins, as 
well. The community event has been 
held annually for nearly 40 years. 

 “Some of the people we help don’t 
have any family, some are struggling to 
make ends meet and cannot afford a 
traditional Thanksgiving meal,” Chandler 
explains. “Then there are the first 
responders that sacrifice being with their 
families. This is a meaningful tradition 
that I hope will continue for a long time.” 

The group fed over 300 individuals in 
2021, and this year, they expect to feed 

“Giving back to the 
community makes us 
feel good.”

–Darrell Chandler
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Ready for distribution: packed boxes of nonperishables at The People’s Pantry
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(434) 372-6200
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Power Failure & Emergencies 
(877) 632-5688

Office Hours: M-F, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Website: meckelec.org
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John C. Lee, Jr.
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Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative is an 
equal opportunity provider and employer.

of purchases made will come to us,” 
Preston says. “It all adds up.”

As with most civic groups, the 
volunteers are the heart of the 
organization. The pantry has 10 or so 
who come each month to help bag up 
the groceries, direct the drive-thru traffic 
and carry the bags to the cars.

“We are very grateful for the support 
from the community, and thankful 
for our volunteers,” says Zervakis, who 
serves as treasurer on the pantry’s board 
of directors. “This pantry couldn’t run 
without them. They show up and work 
hard to get everything ready before each 
pantry day. There are a lot of details to 
attend to, but everything usually runs 
very smoothly.”

The nonprofit organization has been 
averaging 83 clients monthly, feeding 
186 adults, seniors and children. These 

numbers represent about a 31% increase 
over last year. “Last month we saw 
an increase in clients, and served 95 
households,” says the Rev. Bill Greer, 
pastor of Rehoboth and Kingswood.

“Of those people we were helping 
to feed last year, more than 50 were 
children,” adds Gloria Kidd.

“Every month we would think we 
wouldn’t be able to last another month, 
but something has always come up,” 
Preston says. “God keeps showing us in 
all kinds of ways we need to keep going. 
He has been taking care of us.”

Greer agrees. “I’m very proud of 
the way the pantry has continued, both 
through the pandemic and now with the 
rising food prices,” he says.  

(continued from page 16)

RAY OF HOPE

around 350. 
“I first started to cook the turkeys for 

the church on Thanksgiving about five 
years ago,” Chandler says. “They needed 
a way to cook a lot of turkeys in a short 
amount of time, and I had just bought a 
new grill, so the pastor asked if I could 
cook a few. We went from 12 turkeys 
that year to 23 last year.” Chandler and 
his sons start the turkeys at 4 a.m., and 
Jennifer assists with the sides, boxing 
up the meals and helping make sure 
everything runs smoothly.

“My oldest son, Braelyn, hated 
getting up at 3 in the morning when we 
first started. Then, this past year he woke 
me up saying, ‘We are running late, we’ve 
got to go!’ As a parent, it melts my heart 
that he is so engaged,” adds Chandler. 
“He has really stepped up and has taken 
the lead on a lot of our events.”

“My wife keeps us on level ground. 

She is the voice of reason that keeps us 
going — family time, volunteer time and 
business time,” he says. “No matter what, 
she is always there with a smile.” 

The Chandlers own TC’s Bar-B-
Que, with a large grill they fire up for 
different events. In September, the family 
participated in the Halifax County 
Cancer Association Truckers for Hope 
parade. “My youngest, Isiaeh, is the 
marketing guy,” Chandler says with a 
smile. “He is not afraid to talk to anyone, 
and he sent close to 15 people to our tent 
when we did the Truckers for Hope. We 
fed over 65 truckers and were able to 
donate over $600 from the proceeds to 
the cause. 

“We do a lot of fundraisers and try to 
help as much as we can. Giving back to 
the community makes us feel good.”  

The Chandler family helps pack food boxes 
for needy families at The People’s Pantry.

PHOTOS COURTESY 
THE PEOPLE’S PANTRY

To learn more about The People’s Pantry:
facebook.com/ThePeoplesPantrySBCOG
Open every fourth Saturday, 
10 a.m.-12 p.m.
3000 Halifax Rd., South Boston, Va.



To learn more about Ray of Hope: 
facebook.com/rohfoodpantry
Open every second Thursday, 8-11 a.m.
950 Nellie Jones Rd., LaCrosse, Va.
434-636-2008 or 434-636-5495



(continued from page 17)

VOLUNTEERING

REMINDER:  If you have comments or 
questions, you can contact your 

board member by email at 
directors@meckelec.org.



Robert Andrews
Served 1998-2002
2002-2009 Va. National Guard
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From all of us at 
Mecklenburg 

Electric Cooperative, 

Thank You!
We owe you a debt 
that can never be 

fully repaid.

T his Veterans Day, MEC joins our nation in extending our heartfelt and 
patriotic appreciation to all those brave men and women who have served, or 
continue to serve, in the United States Armed Forces.

While recognizing that “thank you” will never be enough to those who have 
given years of their lives to protect our way of life, our appreciation is offered with 
sincerity, acknowledging that we are forever indebted to them.  

MEC also proudly recognizes its employees who are veterans, and honor the 
sacrifices they have made for this country in the name of freedom and democracy. 

MEC’S VETERAN HEROES
Robert Andrews (U.S. Army), Jay Belknap (U.S. Navy), 

Kyle Hadley (U.S. Army), Dwayne Long (U.S. Air Force), 
Rick Sawyer (U.S. Air Force) and Matt Shaw (U.S. Marine Corps).

HONORING ALL WHO SERVED

Cpl. Matthew Shaw
Served 1985-1989

Jay Belknap
Served 1998-2003

Kyle Hadley
Served 2013-2021

Dwayne Long
Served 1994-1998

Rick Sawyer
Served 1982-1988

Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative offices will be closed a few days during the upcoming holiday season in order for 
employees to enjoy time with their families. You can be assured, however, that MEC crews will be on call 24/7 and will 
promptly respond should an outage or electrical emergency occur.

HOLIDAY OFFICE CLOSINGS
THANKSGIVING

Thurs. & Fri., Nov. 24 & 25
CHRISTMAS

Fri., Mon. & Tues., Dec. 23, 26 & 27

MEC EMPLOYEES ON CALL 24/7 TO SERVE YOU DURING THE HOLIDAYS

OUTAGE OR ELECTRICAL EMERGENCY
1-877-MECK-OUT 
1-877-632-5688

Go to our Facebook page for
up-to-the-minute outage reports.



MEC sponsored the pictured display in the 2021 Halifax County Cancer 
Association’s “Lights for Hope” Christmas fundraiser. The drive-through event, 
which was held at Halifax County Fairgrounds in South Boston, featured beautiful 
light displays, elves and Santa, creating a magical experience for kids both young 
and old. Nearly $28,000 was raised for the association. 

Give the Gift of Electricity This Year
Give your family 

members and friends 
something they can 
really use this year — 
the gift of electricity. 
Simply fill out the 
form and return it 
with your electric bill. 
We will credit the recipient’s electric account 
and mail a postcard directly to the recipient 
stating the amount of the gift and who gave it 
(unless you wish to remain anonymous). Or we 
can mail the postcard to you. 

Your friends and family members will 
appreciate your thoughtfulness and will 
enjoy the benefits and comfort that electricity 
provides.

MEC GIFT CERTIFICATE
I/We would like to provide a credit of $_______ on the following MEC electric account:

________________________________________________________________________
(Please print) Recipient’s Name

________________________________________________________________________
Recipient’s Account No. or Telephone No.

________________________________________________________________________
Recipient’s Property Address

________________________________________________________________________
My Name                                                                                                                                   Daytone Telephone No.

________________________________________________________________________
My Mailing Address

☐ Mail postcard to me.
☐ Mail postcard to recipient with my/our name(s) as the gift giver(s).
☐ Mail postcard to recipient, but I wish to remain anonymous.
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