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Making Christmas the most 
wonderful time of the year for 
many children who might not 

have one otherwise, law enforcement 
agencies within Mecklenburg Electric 
Cooperative’s (MEC) service area are 
busy preparing to bring some Christmas 
joy to the area’s underprivileged children. 

COPS AND KIDS
MECKLENBURG & BRUNSWICK 
COUNTY LAW ENFORCEMENT 

AGENCIES
Heading into its 15th year, the South 

Hill Fraternal Order of Police (SHFOP) 
Lodge No. 51 is readying for the annual 
Cops and Kids Christmas campaign to 
bring a smile to as many of the faces of 
underprivileged children as it can this 
year. 

In the years pre-COVID-19, children 
were paired with law enforcement officers 
who would pick up the child, take them 
to Walmart or Roses to go shopping, take 
them to lunch at Subway, and take them 
to Food Lion. Due to the pandemic in 
2020, the officers instead shopped for 
the kids using a wish list, picked up food 

Officers Strive To Bring Christmas Joy to Kids

boxes from Food Lion, and delivered the 
items to the children’s homes. “Some of 
the officers said they actually liked seeing 
the surprise in the children’s eyes when 
they showed up,” says SHFOP Lodge 
President Roger Pendergrass. Cops and 
Kids this year will follow the shop-and- 
deliver format. Officers will take their lists 
to Walmart and make their deliveries to 
the children’s homes on Saturday, Dec. 11.

The sparkle in the children’s eyes 
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and the smiles on their faces — that’s 
what makes the annual Cops and Kids 
Christmas program so special to the many 
law enforcement officers who participate.

Joe Carey, chief of police for the Town 
of Brodnax, has always looked forward to 
shopping and sharing with the children 
for Christmas because he feels it is a good 
opportunity for kids to see police officers 
in a positive light. “I’m a sucker when it 
comes to kids,” says the police chief. “If 

After shopping with two very excited kids, Brodnax Police Chief Joe Carey, a MEC member, 
the children and volunteers from Meherrin Regional Jail all enjoy a meal at Subway.
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there is ever anything I can do to help 
a child in need, I’ll do it, and it’s always 
good when children realize that police 
officers are their friends.”

A September golf tournament, the 
program’s only fundraiser, brought in 
approximately $5,000. Donations from 
the community are also accepted. “We’ve 
had really good community response 
every year, and this year has been no 
exception. People really stepped up,” 
says Pendergrass. “We like to spend 
$200 to $250, on average, per child.” To 
date, the program has made Christmas 
one to remember for approximately 350 
underprivileged children in Mecklenburg 
and Brunswick counties.

Law enforcement agencies 
participating in the Cops and Kids 
Christmas campaign are Brunswick 
County Sheriff’s Office, Mecklenburg 
County Sheriff’s Office, South Hill 
Police Department, LaCrosse Police 
Department, Brodnax Police Department, 
Lawrenceville Police Department, 
Meherrin Regional Jail, Virginia State 
Police, and the Department of Game and 
Inland Fisheries.

For information or to make a 
donation, contact Roger Pendergrass at 
434-447-3443, or any law enforcement 
agency in Brunswick or Mecklenburg 
County.

BLUE CHRISTMAS
CITY OF EMPORIA POLICE 

DEPARTMENT
For 19 years, the Fraternal Order of 

Police (FOP) Lodge No. 30 spearheaded 
a Cops and Kids Christmas shopping 
spree for underprivileged children 
in the Greensville County area with 
assistance from the City of Emporia 
Police Department, Greensville County 
Sheriff’s Office and Virginia State Police. 
Regrettably, due to waning membership, 
the FOP had to cancel the event in 
2020, leaving the City of Emporia Police 
Department looking for a way to continue 

the tradition, and Blue Christmas was 
launched.

Now in its second year, Blue Christmas 
2021 will once again make Christmas 
magical for Emporia children ages 5 to 12. 

According to Capt. Jerry Wright of 
the Emporia Police Department, Blue 
Christmas is a way for the officers to give 
back to the community while making 
a positive impact. “We look forward to 
doing this each year,” he says. “It is very 
heart-warming to see the excitement on 
the kids’ faces and letting them see the 
police in a positive light.”

Funds for Blue Christmas come 
primarily from the department’s No Shave 
for Charity program in which officers pay 
$20 into a fund for each month that they 
retain their facial hair. By opting to forego 
their razors, each bearded or mustached 
officer is helping the less fortunate in the 
community. Monies raised are donated to 
various charitable causes, with the largest 
portion used to give children a happy 
Christmas.

“In the midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Emporia Police 
Department has had to cancel many 
community engagement and involvement 
events that we would normally be 

participating in,” says Emporia Police 
Chief Ricky Pinksaw. “As our local 
Fraternal Order of Police had to cancel 
the annual Cops and Kids Christmas 
shopping program, the police department 
was looking for a way to continue to 
brighten people’s lives during the holiday 
season. By utilizing funds from the 
police department’s No Shave for Charity 
program, the Emporia Police Department 
is able to live up to its motto, to ‘Make a 
Difference in Someone’s Life Today and Be 
a Positive Impact in our Community.’”

Last year, 18 families with a total of 
46 children were chosen. Each family 
received a food box containing a turkey 
along with a wide assortment of food as 
well as gifts of clothes, games and toys.

The department is now accepting 
applications. Children must live in the 
city limits of Emporia, and the application 
requires an explanation of the hardship 
the family has faced.

For information about Blue Christmas 
or to make a donation, call 434-634-7320.

PROJECT CHRISTMAS HOPE
TOWN OF CHASE CITY POLICE 

DEPARTMENT
In the spirit of giving, the Town 

of Chase City Police Department aids 
Mecklenburg County Social Services in 
ensuring that needy children throughout 
Mecklenburg County have gifts under 
the tree at Christmas. 

Each year, Social Services provides 
the police department with a list of 
families along with each child’s age, size 
and wish list. Sgt. Will Stembridge takes 
to social media to announce that Project 
Christmas Hope is under way and shares 
the children’s lists. “The response each 
year is overwhelming,” he says.

“I’ve been blessed through the years 
helping needy children have a good 
Christmas,” says the sergeant. “I’ve 
hugged families and cried tears of joy 
with parents and grandparents who 
have told me they didn’t know how they 
were going to provide Christmas for the 
children that year. It’s been rewarding. 
Mecklenburg County takes care of their 
own, that’s for sure. We’ve got a lot of 
really good people with great hearts.”

He praises the men and women of 
the county’s social services department 

City of Emporia Police Chief Rick Pinksaw 
delivers Christmas cheer.

“We look forward to doing this each year. It is very  
heart-warming to see the excitement on the kids’ faces  
and letting them see the police in a positive light.”

– City of Emporia Police Capt. Jerry Wright
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Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library is now providing books 
to the young children of Boydton, Buffalo Junction, 
Chase City, Clarksville, Nelson and Skipwith, thanks to 

the efforts of a group of local residents, headed by Betty Rae 
Norwood, who had the vision to bring this enriching program 
to the area. Registered children from birth to age five receive a 
brand new, high quality, age-appropriate book monthly at no 
cost to the family, regardless of income. 

The Steering Committee of the Imagination Library of Western 
Mecklenburg County has worked hard to secure funding for the 
first year of the program and as of late September, 264 children 
of an eligible 683 were registered and receiving books. As part of 
a campaign to raise $85,375, which will fund the program for a 
full five years, the committee is asking for your help. From now 
through Dec. 15, an anonymous donor will match donations 
dollar for dollar up to $10,000. Just $25 provides 12 books per 
year for one child and $125 will sponsor a child for five years.

If you would like to support the program, donations may 
be sent to the Mecklenburg County Public Library Foundation, 
P.O. Box 10, Boydton, VA 23917, and should be earmarked for 

Wesley, Kadin, Gracelyn and Grant excitedly display their new 
books. They are the children of Chet and Nichole Bergeron of 
Buffalo Junction.

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library Providing Books to Local Children
the Imagination Library. You may also donate online by going to 
imaginationlibrary.com and choose VA-MECKLENBURG as the 
affiliate.

for all they do to see that no child in the 
county goes without a gift. “I’ve worked 
hand-in-hand with social services, and 
they are amazing to work with, they care 
so much,” he says. 

Sgt. Stembridge estimates the number 
of children the project has helped over 
the past seven or eight years to be several 
hundred, with the department collecting 
gifts for as many as 50 kids in a year. He 
is hoping Mecklenburg County will step 
up with the same giving spirit this year. 

If you’d like to adopt a child, call  
434-265-6098 or 434-372-4244.

STUFF THE CRUISER
HALIFAX COUNTY SHERIFF’S 

OFFICE
In its ninth year, the Halifax County 

Sheriff’s Office will again hold their 
Christmas fundraiser, Stuff the Cruiser, 
and is asking the community to help stuff 
a patrol cruiser with new toys, coats and 
gloves for needy children ages 3 to 17. 
Names of needy children are obtained 
through Halifax County Department of 
Social Services and the Halifax County 
school system.

“We want to help children throughout 
Halifax County have a joyous Christmas,” 
says Sheriff Fred S. Clark. “Due to the 

overwhelming support of the community, 
we have been able to make Christmas a 
little brighter for well over 1,000 children 
over the last eight years. We strongly 
believe that all children are precious and 
deserve a wonderful Christmas, and our 
goal is to actively involve law enforcement 
and the community by working together 
to help ensure that all Halifax County 
children have one.

“We hope this year will be just as 

successful as years past and would like to 
thank everyone in advance for assisting 
with our Stuff the Cruiser project,” he 
adds.

The Halifax County Sheriff’s Office 
will have a patrol cruiser on display, ready 
to be stuffed with items, at the South 
Boston Walmart on Saturday, Dec. 4, and 
Sunday, Dec. 5, starting at 10 a.m.

For information about how you can 
help, call Wendy Jones at 434-476-1784.

Displaying a bounty of gifts collected for needy children in Halifax County, are Halifax County 
Sheriff’s Office Investigator Jeff Burton and E-911 dispatchers, from left, Christina Tidwell and 
Barbara Anderson, and E-911 Director Wendy Jones.
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Job Title: Ground Technician A 

Serving MEC Members: 3 1/2 years

My job involves: Construction, repair and maintenance  
of overhead and underground distribution lines

Favorite part of my job: Being able to take my talents and 
skills and give back to the community and make a difference 
in someone’s life 

Message I would like to give to the members that we serve: 
I am grateful to have the opportunity to serve Mecklenburg 
Electric and our Members, during a regular work capacity 
and also in times of need and distress, such as ice storms and 
hurricanes. 

Current residence: Lunenburg County, Va.

Family members and their names: Fiancé, Barbara Hicks

My hobbies: Fishing and hunting

My pets: My dog, Rufus

Favorite vacation spot: My house

Favorite movie: “The Hurt Locker”

Favorite TV show: “Triple D”

Favorite restaurant: Venny’s

Favorite music: Bluegrass, 90s country

Favorite food: Seafood

Food I would never eat: Squid

Have you ever won anything? I won $200 off a raffle ticket.  
I donated it back to the high school bass fishing team. 

Most useful thing I ever bought: Knife

A person I would like to meet: Randy Travis

The worst thing I ever did as a child: Back talk my mother

I hope I never have to: Buy another car

I knew I was grown up when: I had to start paying bills. 

First job: Bag boy at Farmer’s Foods 

What would you do with $1 million? I’d pay my house off and 
donate the rest to the Wounded Warrior Project to help and 
assist veterans in need.

My fondest memory: Cutting firewood with my uncle

My hero is: My Uncle Frank  

Our great country is built on the foundation of 
the courage and sacrifice of the men and women in 
our armed forces. For Veterans Day, MEC joins our 
nation in recognizing those who have served in all 
branches of the United States of America’s military. 
We honor them for their sacrifices on our behalf and 
send our appreciation for the freedoms we all enjoy. 
 
From everyone at Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative, 

We owe you a debt that can never be fully repaid.

Meet YourMeet Your Cooperative Employee Kyle Jay Hadley

Military service: 

U.S. Army National Guard

Rank: Corporal

Serving: 2013-Present

Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. 

Fort Polk, La.

Fort A.P Hill, Va.

Fort Pickett, Va.

MEC is committed to hiring veterans. 
Please join us in thanking Kyle Hadley for 

his continued service.
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Happy Thanksgiving

“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that 
the highest appreciation is not to utter words but to live by 
them.”                                                                – John F. Kennedy

Thanksgiving is a wonderful time to remember the many Members 
who have entrusted us to meet their energy needs, the many ways our 
community continues to support us, and the words of encouragement 

by all as MEC strives to provide excellent service to its Members in Southside 
Virginia and northern North Carolina. We are thankful for the communities 
we serve, and it is our wish that you and your families have the time together 
that generates great memories for the future.

Braiden Burke
InternMeet Our

Braiden, a senior at Bluestone High 
School (BHS), is also in his second year 
at Southern Virginia Higher Education 
Center’s (SVHEC) Career Tech Academy 
(CTA). As a second-year student, he 
participates in the CTA Work-Based 
Learning program where he can work a 
paid internship while receiving valuable 
on-the-job training and classroom 
instruction. He attends classes in the 
mornings, then comes to MEC from noon 
until 5 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday, 
and noon until 4 p.m. on Friday. He 
attends CTA class on Mondays.

Braiden completed information 
technology training in his first year 
at the Academy, and his internship is 
allowing him to sharpen his skill set.

Braiden’s duties include, but are not 
limited to, working with Mapwise, Calix 
and general IT work.

“I’m liking it here quite a lot,” the 
young intern says. “When I’m at school, 
I am looking forward to the time I can 
leave so I can come here and work. This 
internship has helped me to understand 
what it’s like to be in the workplace, as 
this is my first job. I’ve met new people, 
done some networking, and hopefully 
this will open the door for me to come 
to work for MEC full-time one day.”

“Braiden is the second high school 
intern employed by MEC. He seems to 
be starting out very well and is already 
becoming an asset,” says Dwayne Long, 
vice president of IT and chief operating 
officer of EMPOWER Broadband. 
“The program at SVHEC has done a 
great job finding and delivering quality 
candidates.”

When not in school or working, 
Braiden enjoys playing games on his 
PlayStation, working out and running, 
and he is the lead male singer in the 
pop/rock band For A Dollar.

REMINDER
Please note that this issue of Cooperative 
Living is our combined November-
December edition. Your next magazine 
will come in January.

Braiden Burke



As 2021 draws to a close, and 
we stand on the brink of a new 
year, reflection over the past 12 

months is inevitable. Undoubtedly, 2021 
has been a year we’ll not soon forget. 
Standing together, we have continued our 
fight against a pandemic of unimaginable 
significance, and battled record power 
outages and destruction generated 
from Winter Storm Tabitha, which 
cut a swath of destruction throughout 
Southside Virginia, leaving over 65% 
of our Membership without power. 
Through resilience and fortitude, and no 
small amount of patience on your part, 
we battled through these inconceivable 
challenges, albeit with some pain and 
sacrifice. We’ll certainly take all the 
lessons learned in 2021, and use them to 
make us better together as a cooperative 
and community.

Fortunately, the coming year holds the 
promise of renewal and new opportunities, 
along with, of course, unforeseen 
challenges. As always, your cooperative 
pledges to stand alongside you as we face 
them together in our shared mission to 
improve the quality of life in our region 
and to strengthen the bonds within our 
community. Challenging times also present 
us the opportunity to recognize and be 
thankful for our many blessings … and as 
Thanksgiving and Christmas approach, 
and in keeping with the spirit  
of the season, I choose to reflect on the 
many things I am grateful for instead  
of the difficulties and anguish we 
experienced in 2021. 

First, I express my appreciation 
and gratitude to the Members we 
serve. Throughout our service territory 
in nine Virginia counties and five in 
North Carolina, I have seen you, and 
our communities, pull together to help 
one another time and time again. Your 
compassion for each other has been on 
heartwarming and inspirational display 
since the beginning of the COVID-19 
pandemic, and during the devastating 
February ice storm. Neighbors stepped 
up to help neighbors unreservedly 
and unselfishly. During the ice storm, 
ouremployees experienced first-hand 
the overwhelming generosity of MEC 
Members, from donated goody bags, food 
and drinks to keep our team fueled and 
recharged as they worked around the 
clock to get power restored, to words of 
encouragement and gratitude, and most 
importantly, prayers for safety. 

Few organizations can boast that they 
are inspired by those they serve or their 
customers, but we can. Our Members 
are an inspiration to all of us here at 
MEC, and we are blessed to serve such 
caring and benevolent communities. Our 
commitment and resolve to honor your 
resilience and generous nature, and to 
preserve your faith and trust in us, have 
only been strengthened through this 
trying year. We are ever mindful of the 
tremendous responsibility you place in us 
… and we will not let you down.

I express my pride and gratitude to 
my board and co-workers, the people 
who move the mission and values of 
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative from 
words on paper to an organizational 
culture of safety and service. Your 
Cooperative was formed locally, and it has 
been continuously governed and operated 
by your friends and neighbors for the 
past 83 years. On a daily basis, your 
MEC employees demonstrate the essence 
of the Seventh Cooperative Principle, 
Concern for Community, one of the seven 
guiding principles that govern electric 
cooperative culture. My co-workers at 
MEC serve the community selflessly, both 
as Cooperative employees powering your 
homes and businesses, and as members of 
your community coaching youth sports 

Blessed to Serve an Incredible Community
teams, volunteering on county and school 
committees, participating in church 
activities and civic organizations, and 
generally trying to make a difference by 
giving back. 

After more than eight decades, MEC 
is still “stepping up to build a stronger 
community” with technological advances 
in electric distribution equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods of delivering 
reliable electricity that provides you 
the service you deserve; and we pride 
ourselves on our customer service and  
our attention to your needs. MEC 
Members can be assured that they 
will continue to receive safe, reliable, 
affordable and sustainable electric service 
from an elected board and employees  
who truly care about them.

I am also grateful to those 
organizations and individuals who 
serve the public each and every day 
and who assist us in major outages and 
occasionally in everyday operations. 
We appreciate our law enforcement 
officers, local volunteer fire and rescue 
departments, the many first responders, 
and our friends at VDOT. I am thankful 
to these dedicated men and women for 
serving our communities and ensuring 
our safety and well-being every hour of 
every day.

Lastly, I am grateful and humbled to 
serve as the president and CEO of your 
Cooperative, and for the opportunity to 
work with an extraordinarily dedicated 
team to provide electric and broadband 
service to Southside Virginia, whose 
natural beauty is eclipsed only by the 
graciousness of those who live here. It is an 
honor and a privilege that I never take for 
granted, and as the time nears to put the 
old year behind us … and welcome in the 
new ... my deepest and most sincere wish 
for each one of you is that you and your 
loved ones receive the blessings of good 
health, abundant joy and all-embracing 
peace, this holiday season and beyond.

With great respect and appreciation,

John C. Lee, Jr., President and CEO 
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Inve$ting   Electric SystemIN YOUR

Aluminum conductor steel-reinforced (ACSR) wire is used by MEC for all new 
overhead construction. It is uninsulated and offers excellent strength for electrical 
line construction. It is also used to replace old copper conductors that have become 
brittle with age.

What is the cost per pound of ACSR?

A. $1.94            C. $9.44
B. $3.94            D. $13.94

We purchase ACSR in several different sizes with the most popular being 1/0. 
MEC purchases ASCR in pounds and converts it to feet … 6.8 feet of 1/0 ASCR 
equals 1 pound. We are currently paying $1.94 per pound and have purchased 
more than 30,000 pounds in 2021 thus far.

Interesting fact: ACSR wire code names reference different bird species, with  
1/0 ACSR code named Raven.

Answer: A  

For Members interested in utilizing energy from 
renewable resources for all their needs, MEC now offers 
electric service fully backed (100%) by Renewable 

Energy Certificates under the “Rider GT” rate. This Rider is 
available on a voluntary basis as a “companion rate” to any 
residential bill for the entire month’s electricity use and  
will be implemented for those using the program. 

After a Member signs up for the electric service backed 
100% by Renewable Energy Certificates, Rider GT will add 
an additional charge of $0.015 per kilowatt-hour to the 
Energy Supply line on your monthly bill. This is a sell-at-cost 
charge with no profit or fee added by MEC. You pay what  
we pay! 

  For every 1,000 kWh sold under the program, MEC 
will purchase a Renewable Energy Certificate from ODEC. 
Renewable Energy Certificates are produced every time 
a renewable source (windmill, solar array, hydro, etc.) 
generates 1,000 kWh.  

 At this time, all renewable-energy credits offered by 
ODEC will be sourced from one or more of the following:   

•  The Armenia Mountain Wind Farm in north-
central Pennsylvania (Tioga and Bradford counties) 

•  The Stony Creek Wind Farm in southwestern 
Pennsylvania (Somerset County) 

•  The Criterion Wind Farm in western Maryland 
(Garrett County) 

For more information, or to sign up for the program,  
call 434-372-6137. The electric service backed 100% by  
the Renewable Energy Certificates Rider is posted online  
at meckelec.org under “Virginia Rates.”

Line technician Jason Holley from our Gretna District 
displays ACSR 1/0 wire used by MEC for all new 
overhead construction and for old copper conductors.

Ready to 
Go Green?
MEC Offers 100% Renewable Energy Credits
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Holiday Office Closings
THANKSGIVING

Thursday and Friday, Nov. 25 and 26
CHRISTMAS

Friday, Monday and Tuesday, 
Dec. 24, 27 and 28

Outage or Electrical Emergency
1-877-MECK-OUT 
1-877-632-5688

Give the Gift of Electricity This Year

Give your family members and friends something they can really use this year — the gift 
of electricity. It’s as easy as 1-2-31-2-3 …

11. Fill out the coupon and mail it to us with your check or money order payable to 
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 2451, Chase City, VA 23924.

22. We will credit the recipient’s electric account and mail a postcard directly to the 
recipient stating the amount of the gift and who gave it (unless you wish to remain 
anonymous). Or we can mail the postcard to you.

33. Your friends and family members will appreciate your thoughtfulness and will enjoy 
the benefits and comfort that electricity provides.

If you have any questions, call us at 434-372-6137.

MEC GIFT CERTIFICATE
I/We would like to provide a credit of $_______ on the following MEC electric account:

________________________________________________________________________
(Please print) Recipient’s Name

________________________________________________________________________
Recipient’s Account No. or Telephone No.

________________________________________________________________________
Recipient’s Property Address

________________________________________________________________________
My Name                                                                                                                               Daytime Telephone No.

________________________________________________________________________
My Mailing Address

     Mail postcard to me.

     Mail postcard to recipient with my/our name(s) as the gift giver(s).

     Mail postcard to recipient, but I wish to remain anonymous.

Chocolate Bourbon Chocolate Bourbon 
Pecan PiePecan Pie
INGREDIENTSINGREDIENTS
9-inch unbaked pie shell
2 cups pecan halves
3 large eggs, beaten
3 tablespoons butter, melted
½ cup light or dark corn syrup
1 cup sugar
2 tablespoons good-quality bourbon
3 oz. semisweet chocolate, chopped

DIRECTIONSDIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Cover 

bottom of pie crust with pecans. 
In a medium bowl, whisk together the 

eggs and melted butter. Add corn syrup, 
sugar, bourbon and the chopped chocolate. 

Stir until combined. Pour mixture over the 
pecans and place on a heavy-duty cookie 
sheet.

Bake for 10 minutes. Lower the oven 
temperature to 350 degrees and continue 
to bake for an additional 25 minutes or 
until pie is set. Removed from oven and 
cool on a wire rack.

We thank 
Linda Elms of Bracey for sending her recipe.

Send one of your favorite recipes to us:
Super Chef, P.O. Box 2451, 

Chase City, VA 23924, Fax 434-372-6101, 
dcabaniss@meckelec.org

If your recipe is published, you will receive a “thank 
you” gift — your choice of a 70-page cookbook featuring 
recipes from other MEC members or a set of four MEC 
coasters.

MECKLENBURG ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE

P.O. Box 2451
Chase City, VA 23924-2451

Chase City District 
(434) 372-6200

Emporia District 
(434) 634-6168

Gretna District 
(434) 656-1288

Power Failure & Emergencies 
(877) 632-5688

Office Hours: M-F, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Website: meckelec.org

Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative is an 
equal opportunity provider and employer.

Social icon

Rounded square
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.


