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DRIVEN BY  
RESPONSIBILITY

This article originally appeared in the 
Brunswick Times-Gazette and Emporia 
Independent-Messenger newspapers in May 
2020. Edited for use in Cooperative Living. 

 

This is the story of determination 
and the struggle between the need 
to build a nest by a pair of ospreys 

and the safety and maintenance of 
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative 
power lines. 

Ospreys have a variety of common 
names, including fish hawks, sea hawks 
and eagle hawks. Female ospreys have a 
necklace of brown feathers across their 
white chest. The male ospreys have a 
solid white chest. They spend their 
summer months along East Coast 
estuaries and other bodies of water, 
arriving sometime during the month  
of March, where they remain until 
September or October.  

Typically, ospreys feed primarily on 
live fish, which they catch by plunging 
into water using their claws to hook 
the fish. 

Eggs are typically laid in April and 
are incubated by the female for 35 to 37 
days. The young remain in the nest  
for approximately eight weeks after 
hatching. Most young are capable of 
sustained flight by late June or early 
July; yet, after fledging from the nest, 
the young remain dependent on the 
parents for up to two months. 

The older adults begin their 
migration south first, spending their 
winter months in South America. The 
recently born ospreys leave several 
weeks after the adults, finding their  
way south as well.  

Ospreys are protected by the U.S. 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act. The Virginia 
Department of Game and Inland 
Fisheries and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, respectively, exercise state and 
federal authority over conservation and 
management of ospreys in Virginia. 

This area has seen an increase in the 
number of ospreys nesting and raising 
offspring. They feed off fish in ponds and 
around Lake Gaston and Buggs Island. 

“Nesting ospreys have been on the 
rise along Buggs Island and Lake 
Gaston for the past 10 to 15 years,”  
says David Lipscomb, vice president  
of member and energy services for 
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative.  
“Every April, we see multiple pairs of 
the birds seeking out MEC power poles 
as their nesting sites. They are diligent 
workers and drop lots of small limbs  
on top of our poles.” 

This particular pair of ospreys 
arrived in the community of Ebony  
the last week of March and began their 
search for a place to build their nest.  

For about a week, the pair tried  
to establish a nest atop an electric 
distribution line pole in the middle of  
a pasture on Robinson Ferry Road. The 
sticks they were placing on the pole were 

also lying on the electric lines on the pole. 
The pole carries a main line through 
Ebony and also feeds another electric  
line running from the same pole to a 
home down another road. 

Mecklenburg Electric personnel  
were concerned that if the sticks and 
grass the ospreys had begun placing on 
top of the pole got wet, it would cause  
a major power outage or fire at the pole. 

The pair of ospreys wouldn’t give up, 
each day they would bring building 
materials for the nest to the top of the 
pole, and the next day the linemen 
would remove them.  

According to the Virginia DGIF 
publication, “Osprey Nest Management 
in Virginia: A Guide for Landowners,” 
two types of nests are identified. An 
active osprey nest is defined as a  
nest containing one or more eggs or 
occupied by dependent (flightless) 
young and cannot be disturbed or 
removed. An inactive osprey nest is 
defined as a nest without any eggs or 
dependent young and includes nests 
under construction. Inactive nests may 
be removed or relocated at any time 
without authorization or consultation.  

Since the ospreys’ nest in Ebony  
had not been established with eggs or 

The Story of 
Two Ospreys
by Bobby Conner, Contributing Writer

A pair of ospreys started building a nest on top of one of MEC’s distribution line poles, 
creating a potential for causing a major power outage or fire at the pole.
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