
MECKLENBURG ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE 

P.O. Box 2451 
Chase City, VA 23924-2451 

Chase City District 
(434) 372-6200 

Emporia District 
(434) 634-6168 

Gretna District 
(434) 656-1288 

Power Failure & Emergencies 
(877) 632-5688 

Office Hours: M-F, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Website: meckelec.org 
 

Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative is an 
equal opportunity provider and employer.

National studies consistently rank 
power lineworker positions 
among the most dangerous jobs  

in the country … and for good reason. 
Laboring high in the air wearing heavy 
climbing apparatus and tools and personal 
protection equipment while working 
directly with high voltage creates the 
perfect storm for a hazardous and 
unforgiving profession. But your electric 
lineworkers are up to the task and are 
committed to both safety, as well as the 
formidable challenges of the job. 

Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative’s 
(MEC) lineworkers … your lineworkers 
… are responsible for keeping the power 
flowing day and night, without condition 
and regardless of national holidays, 
vacations, birthdays, weddings or other 
important family milestones. Beyond the 

years of specialized training and 
comprehensive apprenticeships,  
it takes internal fortitude and a 
mission-oriented determination to 
be a great lineworker. In fact, that 
service-oriented mentality is a 
hallmark characteristic of competent 
lineworkers. Their job absolutely 
requires them to set aside all their 
personal and family priorities to 
better serve their communities and 
MEC’s membership.  

FAMILY SUPPORT SYSTEM 

To perform their jobs successfully, 
lineworkers depend on their years  
of training, experience, communication 
skills, and highly detailed and coordinated 
teamwork (which includes complete 
confidence and faith in each other) to  

get the job done safely and effectively. 
Equally important, however, is their 
reliance on a strong support system at 
home. A lineworker’s family understands 
and supports their loved one’s 
commitment to the greater community 
during severe storms and power outages. 
In times of prolonged outages, a family 
may have minimal communication with 
their lineworker and not see each other  
for several days. Without strong family 
support, this challenging job would be  
all the more difficult; and if a lineworker  
is worried about something at home … 
his or her mind may stray from the job  
at hand and create an unsafe situation.  
A clean and content mind while on the  

job is as valuable for a lineworker,  
from a safety perspective, as are a pair  
of protective sleeves, steel-toed boots  
or a hardhat.  

The great families of those who serve 
you know that and work very hard to  
send your lineworkers to the job without 
conflict or drama … and they take care of 
business at home while their loved ones 
are away taking care of you. A special 
thanks to the spouses and significant 
others of those who work at MEC; we 
appreciate your patience, your support  
and your commitment to our mission  
of keeping the lights on. We never forget 
that during these outage events, yours is 
not an easy task either. Lastly, thank you 
for all that you do at home to support 
safety and help me send our employees 
back home to you safely, and without 
injury, every day and night.  

The job requires lineworkers to set aside 
personal and family priorities to better  

serve their local community.

18 | Cooperative Living | March-April 2020 Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative

Recognizing Those Who Keep the Power Flowing
Monday, April 13, is National Lineman Appreciation  
Day, and it is set aside to recognize workers who keep  
the electrons flowing to your homes and businesses! 

DRIVEN BY  
RESPONSIBILITY

John C. Lee, Jr. 
President & CEO
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