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DRIVEN BY

RESPONSIBILITY

Rate Reductions Beneﬁt MEC Members
Power Supply Decisions Result in Decreasing Bills for 2020

A

t a time when the costs of most
products and services are on
the rise, Mecklenburg Electric
Cooperative’s (MEC) members
experienced a decrease in the cost of
their electricity effective Jan. 1, 2020,
as a result of a reduction in MEC’s
wholesale power adjustment. The
WPCA (Wholesale Power Cost
Adjustment) decreased 27.65 percent,
resulting in a savings of over $5 per
month for the average user on the
Farm and Home Rate Schedule using
1,077 kWh per month. By year-end,
these savings would total over $60.
The savings are the result of a
reduction in what MEC pays for the
electricity it delivers to its members
from its power supplier, Old Dominion
Electric Cooperative (ODEC). ODEC is

MECKLENBURG ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE
P.O. Box 2451
Chase City, VA 23924-2451
Chase City District
(434) 372-6200
Emporia District
(434) 634-6168
Gretna District
(434) 656-1288
Power Failure & Emergencies
(877) 632-5688
Ofﬁce Hours: M-F, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Website: meckelec.org
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative is an
equal opportunity provider and employer.
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a wholly owned subsidiary of MEC and
10 other electric cooperatives across
Virginia, Maryland and Delaware. It is
led by a 22-member board of directors
with two representatives from each of
its parent cooperatives. MEC Board
Chairman David Jones and MEC
President and CEO John Lee serve on

These reductions show
our continued commitment
to controlling costs and
exercising sensibility with
our members’ money in our
day-to-day operations.
the ODEC board; and Lee is, in fact, vice
chairman of that board. Accordingly,
ODEC is driven to aggressively manage
its expenses whether generating electric
energy through facilities that it owns, or
purchasing power through longer-term
contracts, or whatever combination of
the two allows it to achieve the lowest
overall cost.
Lee comments, “We are very pleased
at MEC to be successfully driving down
our wholesale power costs. Doing so in
this day and time is quite a feat given
that (1) energy markets constantly
fluctuate, (2) wholesale rate changes
are influenced by supply and demand
pressures, (3) transmission system
expenses are on the rise, and (4) everchanging government regulations have
a substantial cost impact on almost
everything we do.
“Additionally, MEC operates as a notfor-profit electric utility. Our users are
‘members’ rather than ‘customers;’ and
any cost savings that our cooperative
generates directly benefit those we serve.
These reductions show our continued

commitment to controlling costs and
exercising sensibility with our members’
money in our day-to-day operations.
We are prudent with our spending …
we strive to make every dollar go as
far as possible while maintaining high
levels of reliability and customer service,
and always doing the right thing by
those we serve.”
Lee continues, “As we have initiated
necessary updates to aging electrical
equipment on our system, we have
managed to keep costs down by meticulous and responsible planning and
reducing expenses wherever possible.
However, due to the continuation of
needed upgrades, stagnant growth
throughout our service territory, and the
ever-increasing expense of managing
vegetation on our 4,000 plus miles of
rights-of-way, our Energy Delivery and
Consumer Delivery charges increased by
5% the first of the year. However, most
importantly, the net effect of all these
changes is a substantive reduction in what
our members pay on their power bill.”
David Jones adds, “The board and
staff at MEC focus on managing every
dollar — which is simply a must in
today’s rural economy. We have been
able to mitigate the rising costs of the
services and materials we use to build
and maintain MEC’s system by reducing
costs wherever possible, and doing so
successfully allows us to maintain
consistent and affordable rates. When
we govern as ODEC directors, John
and I follow that same strategy of
responsibly managing costs from our
power supplier and work to make the
most prudent long-term generation
and power supply decisions … this
reduction confirms we’re making
sound judgments.”
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative
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Ofﬁcial Notice
From the Board of Directors of
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative

Kyle Jennings

Justin Owen

Engineering Technician
Headquarters

Ground Technician
Emporia

The Nominating Committee
of Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative will meet at the Cooperative
headquarters office located at
11633 Highway 92 in Chase City,
Mecklenburg County, Virginia,
on Thursday, March 26, 2020,
at 2:00 p.m.
The Committee will nominate
candidates for election to the Board
of Directors for Districts No. 1,
No. 3, No. 9 and No. 10 to succeed
the present Directors whose terms
expire as of the 2020 Annual Meeting of the Membership to
be held June 17, 2020, according
to the Bylaws of the Cooperative.
The directors whose terms
expire in 2020 are as follows:

District No. 1
Donald L. Moore
595 Strawberry Road
Chatham, VA 24531

District No. 3
Michael H. McDowell
12065 Chatham Road
Vernon Hill, VA 24597

District No. 9
Eric Morris

Tommy Wallace

Supervisor of Warehousing
Chase City

Ground Technician
Headquarters

Franklin B. Myers
5046 Christanna Highway
Gasburg, VA 23857

District No. 10
Pictured are personnel who recently joined the ranks of Mecklenburg
Electric Cooperative’s dedicated team of employees who focus on providing
the best of service to you.
MEC’s workforce is comprised of 106 employees who are skilled,
experienced, enthusiastic, caring and eager to see that your daily energy
needs are promptly and efficiently met. These devoted men and women
proudly work for you to deliver dependable, high-quality electric power
and outstanding customer service to over 25,000 members.

meckelec.org

Peggy Lee
1849 Old Stage Road
Freeman, VA 23856
The Bylaws provide for further
nominations by written petition of
seventy-five (75) or more members
in good standing, which petition
shall be filed with the Secretary
of the Cooperative or his designee,
at least seventy-five (75) days
before the Annual Meeting.
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La Crosse Family
Business Thriving
by Laura Emery, Field Editor

C

ustomers entering J.B. Jones Company and Bakery in
La Crosse during the morning hours can count on being
greeted by the mouthwatering aroma of baked goods
wafting through the store.
You need only follow your nose just beyond the candy bars,
greeting cards and canned goods to find the convenience store’s
main draw … a small in-house bakery with a big reputation.
At the bakery counter, Jessica Solomon is piping icing onto
a custom order of heart-shaped cakes, one hand resting on the
flour-splotched apron covering her burgeoning belly. “I can talk
and work,” jokes Solomon, who was expecting her first child,
a boy, in January 2020.
Robin and
Jessica
looking over
promotional
material.
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When asked about the delightful aroma that inevitably woos
people to the back of the store, she says, “That’s the smell of
our buns baking in the oven. We’re most well-known for our
ham rolls. We cook our ham and make our bread using my
great-grandma’s recipe.”
At the mention of ham rolls, Eric Jones, Solomon’s father and
co-owner of the popular convenience store, chimes in. “I told
them the store needed bread because the people
were begging for bread. But my wife told me that
if we were going to serve bread, I was going to have
to make it,” he says with a laugh.
So Eric began baking rolls, a few batches a week.
“But when it got out of hand, they fired me and
took over the roll-making,” he jokes. On Fourth
of July about 11 years ago, the family decided to
market ham rolls. “Everyone loved them so much
that we ended up putting them out on a regular
basis. Word spread until we were doing as many
ham rolls as we could pump out,” he says. With the
help of seasonal employees, the bakery produced
more than 20,000 ham rolls between Thanksgiving
and Christmas.
It’s hard to focus on ham rolls, though, when
there are more than 32 different varieties of cakes
on display nearby. There’s a coconut cake (one of
the bakery’s most popular) and the newest flavor
of chocolate mint, as well as everything in between.
“We have something for everyone,” says Eric.
With a twinkle in his eye, he makes sure to point
to a small sign sitting on the bakery counter that
reads: “Calories don’t count outside your zip code.”
Aside from the store’s general merchandise items,
tasty cakes, pies and other pastries and baked
goods, there is an 85-year history that the family
is proud to share.
Solomon and her parents launch into the story
of how the store got to where it is today, starting
with the man who opened it in 1932. “My
grandfather, J. B. Jones, was a farmer who cured
his own hams nearby and brought them to the store
to sell,” explains Solomon. “The store is named
after him.”
The community welcomed the convenience
store with open arms, but it didn’t last long. In
1935, a band of nomads traveled through the area
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative
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of-town couple, ‘It’s mighty nice of you to include us on your
agenda when you left home,’ to which the man replied,
‘No, we left home coming here.’” The couple traveled to the
store from Bailey, North Carolina.
On Dec. 1, Eric and Robin started their 44th year in the
business. “We’re proud of that. It’s the people who keep me
here! We have a great clientele. They’re so genuine and
friendly,” says Eric.
Eric and Robin nod toward their daughter Jessica when
asked what the future of the business holds. “She is the
future,” Robin says.
As Robin explains, she always suspected Jessica would
find her way into the kitchen, especially when her Easy-Bake
From left, Eric Jones, Robin Jones and Jessica Solomon
Oven just wouldn’t do for her young daughter. “She wanted
to use the real oven,” Robin says, smiling at the memory.
and burned the store to the ground – but not before stealing
Nearby, Jessica laughs. “The toy was too slow.”
the freshly-cured hams. “Grandpa actually tracked down who
Despite having gone to James Madison University to acquire
had stolen the hams,” Solomon says.
a degree in accounting, Jessica knew her place was behind the
Many business owners might have stopped after their store
counter at her family’s business. She takes out
had been destroyed. Not Jones.
her cell phone and pulls up a photo of herself
He rebuilt the store and it was
44 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS
at one year old sitting on the store’s counter
flourishing when he passed away
“ We’re proud of that. It’s the
making cinnamon rolls. Mother and daughter
in 1976.
“My dad was drafted in World
people who keep me here! We enjoy the memories that the photo elicits.
“They weren’t fit to eat, of course, but I had
War II at the age of 35. He had
have a great clientele. They’re
fun helping,” Jessica says.
to sell the store, serve his time,
so genuine and friendly.”
J.B. Jones Company and Bakery is served
and then come back and buy it,”
– Eric Jones
by Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative (MEC).
Eric adds.
Eric says his father was active in early efforts
Eric decided to carry on his
to establish MEC and Buggs Island Telephone, both of which
father’s love of the store, and with his wife Robin, he built a
have provided critical services to area residents.
larger store beside the one built by his father.
“MEC has always been great to us and they have always
But it wasn’t until 1985 that the store’s beloved bakery would
met our needs. I’ve always been proud of MEC. They’re a
open.
strong unit in our area,” Eric says.
The bakery has now established a fairly widespread
When asked what the secret is to maintaining his successful
reputation. Eric says, “A couple of weeks ago, I said to an outbusiness, Eric instantly
answers, “Being a family.
Working together.”
Despite the job’s long hours,
Jessica
feels at home when
The delightful
she’
s
behind
the counter with
aroma is the
an
apron
on
and
her parents
smell of buns
by her side. She says, “I’m
baking in the
oven.
doing what I love, and I
can’t ask for anything more
than that.”

There are more
than 32 different
varieties of cakes
on display.

meckelec.org

For More Information:
J.B. Jones Company
and Bakery
1823 Blackridge Road
La Crosse, VA 23950
(434) 636-2243
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Dustin Says … Protect Your Identity –
Don’t Be Deceived by Scammers
by Dustin Francis, Staff Writer

MEC employee Dustin Francis, who previously
served as crime prevention ofﬁcer in Halifax
County, shares some vital advice on avoiding
identity theft.

U

nlike your fingerprints, which
are unique and can’t be used by
anyone else in the world, your
personal information can be used by
others if they gain access to it. Every
day across the United States, people
discover that they have fallen victim
to identity theft and struggle to correct
all the damage that may have been done
to their financial resources. Studies
estimate that nearly 60 million people
had their identities stolen last year
totalling $16.8 billion in damages.
There are numerous items that those
looking to steal one’s identity want to
gain access to, from the obvious, such
as bank account statements, to items
that many people may not think about,
such as your Mecklenburg Electric
Cooperative (MEC) account statement
and information. Listed below, you will
find a few tips to better safeguard your
information and help keep you from
falling victim to an ever-growing
problem in the world we live in today.

that we consider “junk mail.” If we
simply throw these items in the trash
can, too often they can end up in the
hands of someone going through trash
at local collection sites or landfills in
order to get your personal information.
NEVER throw any items away that
contain important personal information
or any type of account information.
These invaluable pieces of information,
in the wrong hands, can allow thieves to
set up a credit card or utility account in
your name and debilitate your credit
and financial security.

It is also important that you pay
attention to your billing cycles every
month to make sure that everything
that you see on your account is accurate
and that you receive your bill on time.
Oftentimes, identity thieves will set up
additional accounts in your name and
have the bill sent to another address;
you won’t notice the extra account
because you didn’t receive the statement.

HINTS FOR PEOPLE
WITH A RURAL MAILBOX
The final tip to protect your
information is to guard your mail. In
KNOW WHO YOU
many of our rural areas, it is common
ARE DEALING WITH
to see people walking along the roads;
Another way to avoid identity theft
however, while a great majority of
by potential scammers is to adopt a
these people have nothing but good
“need-to-know” approach when it
intentions, it only takes one person with
comes to giving out your personal
ulterior motives to cause havoc. Many
information to others. Never give out
of our rural roads are seldom traveled
during the day, making it an easy target
There are numerous items that those looking to for people to walk along the road and
steal one’s identity want to gain access to, from check mailboxes along their route. Items
containing sensitive information can be
the obvious, such as bank account statements,
sitting there and easily taken.
to items that many people may not think about,
Implement the following tips to
such as your Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative
better protect yourself and your
account statement and information.
information.
• Install a locked mailbox that can
personal or credit card information over
only be opened by the homeowner
DON’T JUST TOSS MAIL . . .
the phone unless you have initiated the
using a key.
DESTROY IT!
contact with the company or group that
• Never leave bill payments in the
One of the most common ways
you are dealing with and know that it is
mailbox at your residence as most
that identity thieves gain access to your
a legitimate source. Many scammers call
times these payments include a
information is one of the easiest to
you claiming to be from a well-known
portion of the statement with your
prevent … don’t give it to them. Many
company and ask for information
account information as well as a
of us receive copious amounts of mail —
over the phone to settle a balance on
check that includes your bank
bills, credit card offers and those items
your account. If this happens to you,
account information.When possible,
regardless if the caller says he is from
mail all bills and items with
ALWAYS SHRED THESE DOCUMENTS
Mecklenburg Electric, your bank, etc.
sensitive account information
do not provide any information to the
at the post office.
• Charge receipts
caller. Hang up at once. Then call the
• Promptly remove all incoming mail
• Credit card applications/pre-approvals
company at a number you know to be
to decrease the amount of time that
• Insurance forms
correct and inquire about your account.
mail is accessible to anyone who
MEC staff will never call you demanding
may be looking to take advantage
• Physician statements
that you pay by credit card over the
of the situation.
• Bank statements
phone; any calls like this that you
• Expired credit cards
receive are a scam.
• Utility account statements
The best way to avoid becoming a victim of identity theft
• Credit offers you receive in the mail

is by simply being aware of how you provide your information.
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Chicken and
Rice Bake By Susan Mellott
INGREDIENTS:
• 4 boneless, skinless chicken breasts,
cut in half
• 1 can cream of chicken soup OR
cream of mushroom soup
• 1 cup water
• 3/4 cup uncooked white rice
• 1/4 teaspoon paprika (optional)

Over $40 million has been returned
to Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative members
to date through capital credits!*

• salt and pepper to taste

*Learn more about capital credits on our website, meckelec.org.

DIRECTIONS:
In a 2-quart baking dish,
mix together soup, water,
rice and seasonings.

MEC EMPLOYEES

Place chicken on top of rice mixture.
Cover and bake at 375 degrees
for 45-50 minutes.

Supporting the Community
Truckers’ Parade Against Cancer

Serves 4
We thank Susan Mellott of Chase City for
sending her recipe. She says, “This is one of
my favorites. It’s quick and easy to make!”

Send one of your favorite recipes to us:
Super Chef. P. O. Box 2451
Chase City, VA 23924 Fax: 434-372-6101
dblue@meckelec.org
If your recipe is published, you will receive a
“thank you” gift — your choice of a 70-page
cookbook featuring recipes from other MEC
members or a set of four MEC coasters.

MEC ofﬁces will be closed on
Monday, Feb. 17, in observance
of Presidents Day.
Have a Safe Holiday!
MEC offices will be closed on
Monday, Feb. 17, in observance
of Presidents Day.
Have a Safe Holiday!

David Tate and his wife Beverley
represented Mecklenburg Electric
Cooperative with their children,
Allen Wayne and Annemarie.

Gwen Harris and her husband
Troy represented McAden Dairy
Trucking with two of their
children, Kelsey and Dylan.

Two MEC employees, David Tate and Gwen Harris, participated in the Truckers’
Parade Against Cancer (TPAC), a Charlotte County event that is held annually
to honor cancer survivors and in memory of those who lost the battle. TPAC
raises money to assist people who are currently dealing with the disease and to
help find a cure. There were over 250 trucks in the parade, and over $133,000 was
raised. In addition, several families made other memorial donations that increased
the total to $137,743. The grand total to date that TPAC has raised is $1,232,243.

A caring group of truckers in a rural community CAN make a difference!
For more information about TPAC, go to truckersparade.com.

meckelec.org
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Jason Holley
Job Title: Line technician
Serving MEC members: 12 years
My job involves: All aspects of line
maintenance and construction
Favorite part of my job: Serving members
who appreciate service
Message I would like to give to the
members that we serve: Thank you for
supporting and believing in the Cooperative.
Current Residence: Gretna

Immediate family members and
their names: Wife Amy and sons, 10-yearold Coleman and 1-year-old Ashton
Spouse’s occupation: Dog groomer
My hobbies: Hunting and fishing
My pets and their names: Hunter, a
German shorthaired pointer, and Abbigail,
a boxer
Favorite vacation spot: Disney World
Favorite movie: Home Alone
Favorite restaurant: J.T’s at the Lavalette
Favorite TV show: The Andy Griffith Show
Favorite ﬂavor of ice cream: Cookies
& Cream
Food I would absolutely never eat:
Tofu
Favorite sports team: UVA
Have you ever won anything? Yes, a gun
Most useful thing I ever bought: Knife
One person I would like to meet:
Jesus

Brrrrr … It’s Cold Outside

First job: Pulling tobacco
My fondest memory: Spending time
with my neighbor hunting
I hope I never have to: Watch somebody
die.
I knew I was grown up when: I started
worrying about money.
My most embarrassing moment:
Speaking in front of a group
My hero is: Frankie Howell because he
loved me and mentored me when I was
young.
Best advice anyone every gave me:
Save your money — you’re going to need
it.
What would you do with $1 million?
Pay off debt and donate the rest to a
worthy cause
If you had 10 minutes on national
television, what would be your topic
and what would you say? Love your
neighbor as you love yourself.

If you prefer paying your bill in
person, take advantage of our
convenient kiosk, especially on
cold, wintry days! There are lots
of advantages to using one of
our kiosks, located outside each
of our three district ofﬁces —
Gretna, Emporia and Chase City:
• No need to leave your car
• Available at your convenience 24/7
• Available on week-ends and holidays
• Accepts cash or personal checks
• Accepts debit or credit cards
(VISA, MasterCard and Discover)
• Payment is immediately posted to
your electric account

Acree Wilson of Drakes Branch is using MEC’s payment kiosk on a cold day in
January. In addition to the convenience of the kiosk, there are many other payment
options available for MEC members: SmartHub, Prepay, by phone at 1-877-541-5737,
automatic draft, by mail, and in our ofﬁce Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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FOUR TIPS for Winter Safety
It’s no surprise that winter months
bring increased potential for fire risks
and electrical safety hazards in your home.
This makes sense because during the
coldest months, consumers are using
additional electrical devices and appliances,
like space heaters, electric blankets and
portable generators.
The National Fire Protection Association
Matt Shaw
estimates
that 47,700 home fires occur
Safety and Security
each year in the U.S. due to misuse of
Coordinator
electrical equipment. These fires result in
418 deaths, 1,570 injuries and $1.4 billion in property damage
annually. This winter, safeguard your loved ones and your
home with these electrical safety tips from the Electrical Safety
Foundation International.

NEVER LEAVE SPACE HEATERS UNATTENDED.
If you’re using a space heater, turn it off before leaving
the room. Make sure heaters are placed at least 3 feet away
from flammable items. It should also be noted that space
heaters take a toll on your energy bills. If you’re using them
throughout your home, it may be time to upgrade your
home heating system.

DON’T OVERLOAD OUTLETS.
Overloaded outlets are a major cause of residential fires.
Avoid using extension cords or multi-outlet converters for
appliance connections –– appliances should be plugged
directly into wall outlets. If you’re relying heavily on extension
cords in general, you may need additional outlets to address
your needs. Contact a qualified electrician to inspect your
home and add new outlets.

USE PORTABLE GENERATORS SAFELY.
Unfortunately, winter storms can cause prolonged power
outages, which mean many consumers will use portable
generators to power their homes. Never connect a standby
generator into your home’s electrical system.
For portable generators, plug appliances directly into the
outlet provided on the generator. Start the generator first, before
you plug in appliances. Run it in a well-ventilated area outside
your home. The carbon monoxide it generates is deadly, so
keep it away from your garage, doors, windows and vents.

INSPECT HEATING PADS AND ELECTRIC BLANKETS.
These items cause nearly 500 fires every year. Electric
blankets that are more than 10 years old create additional risks
for a fire hazard. Inspect your electric blankets and heating pads
— look for dark, charred or frayed spots, and make sure the
electrical cord is not damaged. Do not place any items on top
of a heating pad or electric blanket, and never fold them when
in use.

APPLY BY:

Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative

TUESDAY,
MARCH 31, 2020

to Award Five $1,000 Scholarships
Student Scholarship Criteria
1. Student’s parent or legal guardian must be a member
of Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative.
2. Student must have maintained at least a 3.0 grade-point
average (based on 4.0 being an“A”) throughout his or
her high school career.
3. Student must demonstrate good citizenship qualities
by having exhibited commendable leadership abilities
and exemplary school and community spirit.
4. A combination of weighted criteria will be used in the
selection process including academic achievement,
school and community activities, and student’s personal
statement.
Applications available at meckelec.org
Open to Public, Private and Home School Seniors

meckelec.org
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